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BH Chapter Meets 17 October 
 

     The Black Hills Chapter of the Germans from 
Russia Heritage Society will meet at 2:00 PM on 
Sunday 17 October 2010 at Faith Lutheran Church 
in Rapid City.  
      At 1:00 PM the chapter library will be open and 
our chapter genealogical research specialists will hold 
a genealogy workshop.  
     Be prepared for an exceptional program with the 
‘It is All Earth and Sky’ presentation. (Page 3)  
     The 2011 Essay Contest information and entry 
forms will be available.  
   Remember to invite and bring guests to this meet-
ing...a drawing will be held for a free GRHS mem-
bership.        

Hills Chapter who attended the 
Convention. 
     Highlights of the Convention 
featured Del Beck and Sharon, 
who led the Sing-a-Longs in the 
Courtyard; the colorful Youth 
Booth, a fund-raiser for the GRHS 
Essay Contest under the direction 
of Vera Hoff, Chair of the GRHS 
International Youth Committee; 
and opportunities to browse in 
GRHS Bookstore and Library un-
der the supervision of Rachel Schmidt. Of course, there are too 
many highlights to mention, but it would be remiss not to mention 
Alex Herzog’s poignant Opening Address, which was so thought-
fully “touching” about our heritage. (This address is in the current 
Heritage Review.)   
     Members of GHRS have been blessed to have an abundance of 
volunteers with various types of expertise, but it is always a pleas-
ure to have Pastor Theodore Bader, Parkston, SD, present at the 
Convention to offer the blessings in both German and English, and 
give the sermon at the Memorial Service on Sunday morning.  
     Thank you to the Chapter members who attended, along with 
those who volunteered at the Convention to help support and pre-
serve our German-Russian history and culture.               Bob Schneider 
                                                                                                       Black Hills Chapter    

 

“Treasuring the Past, Preserving the Future” 
     Members of the 
Black Hills Chapter, 
who attended the 
2010 GRHS Con-
v e n t i o n ,  w e r e 
treated to excellent 
speakers and work-
shop presentations, 
delicious food, en-
tertainment, singing, 
and opportunities to 
meet friends and 
make new ones. We 
extend our apprecia-
tion to Al Feist and 
Val Wangler, con-
vention co-chairs, 
and the members of 
the Board of Direc-
tors whose diligence 

and hard work made the 40th Annual GRHS Convention, with the 
theme, “Treasuring the Past, Preserving the Future”, a delightful 
success. Pictured above are the members and friends of the Black 

Black Hills Chapter at 2010 Convention 
Back Row: Chris Meyer, Milt Kramer, Steve & Leah 
Rennell, Mike Morrison, Cara Morrison, Dick Hoff, 
Sharon & Del Beck. 
Middle Row: Sarah Rennell Steele & daughter 
Amina, Tove Bormes, Vera Hoff & Molly Steele.  
Front Row: Sandy Dahl, Kathy & Bob Schneider, 
Inez & Jim Kramer, Marie Morrison.. 

Melvin Bender from Canada wins the 
afghan donated by BH Chapter mem-
ber, Darlayne Buchli. Also shown are 
Cara Morrison and Vera Hoff. 

Black Hills Chapter Christmas Party 
   Just a reminder that our annual Christmas pot luck dinner will 
be held on 12 December 2010 at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Rapid City.. Details will be available in our December flyer/
newsletter.  

                   
                                 

                   Happy Thanksgiving  



BHGRHS 
News 

Anyone who is interested 
in the work of the 

Germans from Russia 
Heritage Society is 

welcome to attend our 
Chapter meetings.  
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Heritage Tours to Ukraine/Crimea/Moldova  

                        If you are planning to visit your ancestral German villages in the Black Sea region, SCHNEIDER 
LLC has space available on the 2011 May and September tours to Ukraine. 
     In addition to visiting tour members’ ancestral villages, a tour itinerary generally in-
cludes attractions such as an art gallery, a theater performance, an archive, museums, 
city tours in Odessa, Nikolaev, and Yalta, as well as palaces and sight seeing along the 
beautiful southern Crimean seacoast. Van transportation and excellent Ukrainian guides 
and interpreters are provided for the tours. It is possible, through SCHNEIDER LLC 
Tours, to schedule a private family tour, or an individual tour, with an English speaking 
Ukrainian guide and driver. An itinerary can be arranged to include your ancestral vil-
lages and the attractions you want to visit. To inquire about a SCHNEIDER LLC Tour, 
contact Robert R. Schneider, Manager, 1649 N. 3rd St., Spearfish, SD, 57783; or, email: 
rschneider@rushmore.com; or call: 605-722-7712; or, for information about tours, click on the SCHNEI-
DER LLC website: http://members.rushmore.com/~ukrainetours. 

Celebrating Our Heritage 
 

     Spokane’s Inland Northwest Chapter of GRHS extends a heartfelt 
invitation to everyone to join us in “Celebrating Our Heritage” at the 
2011 Convention July 20-24th.   This will mark the 40th Anniversary 
of the Germans from Russia Heritage Society which was founded in 
1971 in Bismarck, ND.  Registration and the library will open on 
Wednesday, so come early and then join us that evening for a scenic 
dinner cruise on nearby, beautiful Lake Coeur d’Alene. 
     Spokane is the gateway to everywhere!  We are located just hours 

away from scenic British Columbia, the majestic Cascade mountains, Puget Sound and the gorgeous 
coastline of the Pacific Ocean and all of it’s wonders.  The Spokane International Airport is only 15 min-
utes from the hotel. 
     Don’t miss this great opportunity to experience a convention in a full service 4-1/2 star hotel at a 
greatly discounted price!  Treat yourself and be pampered by the staff of the luxurious, restored, historic 
Davenport Hotel & Tower located in the heart of downtown Spokane.  The Davenport Hotel is com-
pletely handicap accessible.  The rooms for the library and all presentations are in close proximity to each 
other on the mezzanine level so there’s not a lot of walking involved.  Elevators are centrally located.  
Fine-detailing of the hotel’s restoration was accomplished by very talented 
German and Russian artisans. 
     The hotel is surrounded by a unique shopping district, and only blocks 
away from the exciting 100 acre Riverfront Park, the former site of Expo 
’74.  Bring the family!  Enjoy the restored 1909 German Looff Carrousel, a 
giant screen Imax Theater and gift shop, a Gondola Skyride over the Spo-
kane Falls, a miniature train that takes you throughout the park, a mini golf 
course and amusement rides as well as our big red wagon.  This is a giant Red Flyer wagon where kids of 
all ages (yes, even you!) can climb the stairs in the back, enjoy the view from the bed and then slide down 
the wagon’s tongue. 
     Spokane is surrounded by museums, excellent golf courses, lakes, hiking and biking trails, parks with 
awarding winning floral gardens, Las Vegas-style casino resorts and much more.  Do you have relatives 
in the area?  Invite them to meet you in Spokane and together enjoy the 2011 GRHS convention! 

Valerie Ingram, President 
Inland Northwest GRHS Chapter  

 

     Vince Humann, GRHS president, presided over 
the GRHS BoD meetings held during the 2010 
convention in Bismarck ND.   
     Milton Kramer, Wanda Hopkins, Hal Haber-
man, Sundae Orwick and Duane Stabler were 
elected to the GRHS Board of Directors. 
     The strength, direction and success of our or-
ganization are determined by its leaders. The lead-
ers’ success is determined by their actions and the 
support of the general membership. 

     The following members were selected to lead  

our society from July 2010 to July 2011: 
    President: Don Ehreth 
    Vice President: Milt Kramer 
    Secretary: Valerie Ingram 
    Treasurer: Don Heck 
    Member at Large: Val Wangler 
     The Board of Directors also approved Rachel 
Schmidt and Val Wangler as signatories in finan-
cial matters.           Dick Hoff,  2009-10 BH Chapter Rep.                                                                                                                                

2010 GRHS BoD Convention Meetings 
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    Scrap Book Update 

 

     The scrapbook album is up to date.  Please take a 
look.  There are many good-looking people in our 
organization.  I want to thank Jim Schuh for send-
ing pictures  through "Walgreen's".  This technology is very helpful. 
      When you take time to look at the album, you are welcome to 
add your name on a piece of note paper and place it in the nearby 
container.  There will be a drawing and one person will receive a 
drawing that I have done about our ethnic group.   
                                                                                     Millie Halsey, Scrapbook Chair 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

     The October 17 membership meeting will provide 
a great opportunity for members to view an out-
standing DVD which premiered at the start of the  

2010  GRHS convention in Bismarck.  "It's All Earth and Sky" 
was produced by Prairie Public TV in conjunction with the Ger-
mans from Russia Heritage Collection and North Dakota State 
University Libraries.   
     This is an excellent time to bring guests to our chapter gather-
ing.  They will learn much about our Society and hear some of our 
senior members tell about life back in the '30s, '40s and 50s. 
     Black Hills Chapter membership is looking good.  We are 
proud of our 76 family memberships which translate into 116 indi-
vidual names listed on the membership roster from Society head-
quarters.  This report records the highest membership numbers 
ever achieved by this chapter.   
     Congratulations!  It is good to be a member of the Germans 
from Russia Heritage Society and the Black Hills Chapter.  Keep 
up the good work.                                  by Del Beck, Membership Chairman          

October Program 
 

It's All Earth and Sky 
     "It's all earth and sky!" was the reaction of one German-Russian 
immigrant when she arrived on the plains of the Midwest. Like 
many others who came to the region seeking a land of promise and 
opportunity, she and her family endured -- and prevailed -- on this 
rich, expansive landscape.  
     Immigrants require courage and fortitude, even when they are 
weak and poor. Like many others who have come here seeking a 
land of promise and opportunity, Germans from Russia have suf-
fered, and they have prevailed. Since their background and history 
is as rich in texture as it is in diversity, they serve here as a model 
of assimilation of other ethnic groups into American society.   
     In this documentary, five representative Germans from Russia, 
who have attained success and stability, share their insights on the 
process of becoming American.    
     Ken Vogele and/or Milt Kramer will present this program at the  
October BH Chapter meeting.  

BH Chapter Birthdays & Anniversaries 
   October, November, December  

  Birthdays  
     Clarence Ley...10/01  Elwood Dietrich...10/10  
     Joyce Oster...10/13  Donna Reidinger..10/15 
     Jack Wilson...10/19  Marilyn Hovland...10/21 
     Cathy Vogele...10/21  Dorothy Fitzner...10/30 
     Rich Hauck...11/02  Frances Bertsch...11/5 
     Marv Hankel...11/13   Ep Sieler...11/20    
     Pat Walz...11/26  Loretta Braunesreither...11/30 
     Andrea Nielson...12/03  Fay Clegg...12/06   
     Lester Nielson 12/07  Bill Bosch...12/10  
     Valentyna Kramer...12/9 Virginia Rath...12/11                      
                                   Hilda Sieler...12/19     

Anniversaries:  
Clarence & Bonita Ley...10/19  Paul & Debbie Roberts...10/26 
Dick & Vera Hoff...11/05          Richard & Christal Hexem...11/05   
Marv & Pat Hankel...11/22        Ralph & Dorothy Fitzner...11/22 
Erwin & Joan Reiman...11/21    Rich & Joan Hauck...12/10 
James & Arletta Schuh...12/20   Ep & Hilda Sieler...12/25             

         Call  716-7026 or email: metabrady@juno.com with your 
info or if you know of an illness or special occasion.  Please help 
save costs for our chapter by donating or making computer greet-
ing cards and by donating cards for recycling.                      Meta Brady  

BH Chapter Sunshine Gal  

BH Chapter Brochure 
 

     The 2010-2011 Black Hills Chapter brochure will be printed 
and available to members at the October chapter meeting. If you 
have changes in your phone number, address or email address, 
please send your info to verahoff@rushmore.com or call Vera at 
605-718-4116 before 12 October...so the brochure will be up to 
date when it is distributed at the October meeting. Thanks! 

Vera Hoff, BH Chapter Brochure Editor 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 

Refreshment Committee 
 

   We are back to our regular schedule for the treats 
for our October meeting, with the folks whose 
name begins with L thru Z bringing treats. We are 
looking forward to seeing all of you again!                     

 Christal, Norma & Committee  

2010 Black Hills Chapter Picnic 
 

       Members and friends of the 
Black Hills GRHS Chapter met at 
the Fairway Hills Party House on 
Saturday, August 14th, for the 
Chapter’s annual potluck picnic. A 
large variety of delicious hot dishes 
and salads were provided by the 
members, along with baked good-
ies, watermelon, fruit and home-
made Ice Cream, furnished by 
Chris Mayer. 

        Refreshment Committee Co-chairs Christal Hexem and 
Norma Merkel organized the food for the potluck luncheon. Mil-
ton Kramer served as host at the Party House. The temperature 
was perfect for outdoor dining, so members and guests in atten-
dance enjoyed dining on the patio by the pool. The Party House is 
a great place for our annual picnic.              Darlayne Buchli, Hospitality 

The Ice Cream Crew—Christal 
Hexem, Kevin Clegg & Chris Mayer 



 
 

“If you aim at nothing you will hit it every time.”  Vic Ziegler 
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2011 Essay Contest  

 

     It is time to start recruiting students for the 2011 essay 
contest.  Last year all our chapter entries, with maybe one 
exception, came through personal connections with one or 
more of our chapter members.  “Grandma” was often cited as 
the source of the information about our contest.  So, thank 
you Grandmas, and keep up the good work.  Another connec-
tion was through a local teacher and chapter member, Elke 
Kuegle, who teaches German at Stevens High School and 
uses Del Beck to introduce her students to German-Russian 
history.  Thank you, Del, for sharing our history, heritage and 
culture with so many. We should all look for and exploit such 
connections.   
     We will also do some mass advertising using the media 
and email and by appearing at functions like the cultural fair 
at Western Dakota Technical Institute and at a similar func-
tion at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology.  
Bonita Ley will be handing out information at a reading con-
ference she is participating in.  I am sure other members are 
doing advertising that I don’t know about and I apologize for 
that. In another column we mention the teaching modules that 
are now available and which a parent or teacher could use to 
get a student started on researching our history.  
     The 2011 BH Chapter Essay Contest Rules and Entry 
Form is available on the BH Chapter Website at http://
members.rushmore.com/~bhgrhs/essay_contest.htm  Copies 
will also be available at the membership meeting on 17 Octo-
ber. 
     So thank you for your efforts in the past, now and in the 
future.  We look forward to a successful season.  

Bill Bosch, Youth Committee Chair 

Up Coming Events….. 
     The third annual Western Dakota Tech 
Cultural Fair will be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 14 in the Western Dakota Tech Room 
ABCD from 11AM to 1PM.  Our chapter 
will be represented by Darlayne Buchli who will bring German 
and Russian/Ukrainian artifacts and kuchen. Bill Bosch will also 
be there and will bring a Ukrainian map as well as other informa-
tion on the German-Russian story and our essay contest.   
     Last year, Darlayne & Myron Buchli and Bill Bosch talked to 
at least 50 to 100 students, served kuchen and very much enjoyed 
the cultural fair.  We encourage BH Chapter members to come by 
and chat with students and representatives from other ethnic 
groups.                                                               Bill Bosch, Youth Committee 

Welcome Event At Stevens High School 
 

     On September 22, Elke Kuegle sponsored a party for students 
newly enrolled in her Stevens High School German classes as well 
as for former students.  Entertainment consisted of German songs 
and dances.  The dancing was led by an 
exchange student from Germany.  
     Cakes, lemonade and other snacks and 
drinks were prepared and served by stu-
dents. Parents and other teachers attended 
as well as Bill Bosch, who represented our 

chapter.     
     Bill passed out 
awards won by Elke’s students in the 
2010 Black Hills GRHS Chapter essay 
contest.  Winners were Melissa Petersen, 
Bethany Hutto and Luke Smith.   
     Bill also handed out information on 
the 2011 contest and made a pitch for 
entries.  In all, it looked like about 150 

people were in attendance.   
     Ms. Kuegle must be some teacher to generate this much enthu-
siasm for her German classes. Should you see her, some words of 
praise and gratitude would be appropriate. 

Bill Bosch, Youth Committee Chair 

Bethany, Melissa, Bill & Luke 

The Dancers 

Black Hills Chapter Youth Committee  

     Something New . . . . . . . 
 

     Thanks to Vera, the index page of our chapter website now 
has another category called “Teacher’s Cor-
ner”.  If you click on that button, another 
page pops up with these selections:  
     Abstracts of Teaching Modules  
     How to Get the Teaching Modules  
     Book and Article Reviews  
     DVD and Film Reviews   
     Website Reviews 
     At this time, we have two teaching mod-
ules and one book review.  Many of you are very knowledgeable 
about German-Russian history and we hope you will share that 
knowledge and submit reviews to our Youth Committee for post-
ing on our “Teacher’s Corner”.   
     We need a lot more material to make this part of our website 
useful to teachers, students and parents.  The two teaching mod-
ules deal with the migration from German territories to the Volga 
River region and with the migration to the Black Sea region.  We 
definitely need one that deals with the migration from Russia to 
the Dakotas and other parts of the US and Canada.   
     If you know of a teacher who would like to help us develop 
such a module, please let us know.  Please take a look at this new 
section and please consider writing a review for us.  

Bill Bosch, Youth Committee Chair 

2010 Black Hills Chapter Essays  

 

     For your enjoyment, the 2010 Black Hills Chapter essay contest 
winning essays are displayed on our Black Hills Chapter Website 
at http://members.rushmore.com/~bhgrhs/2010_essays.htm. We 
encourage all who entered the contest to do so again in 2011.  

Vera Hoff, BH Chapter Webfrau 

 
 

     “Happy the man who fondly thinks of his fore-
bears, who likes to tell the willing listener the tale 
of their achievements and greatness and is glad 
to see himself a link in the beautiful chain.”  

                                              Goethe 
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    Black Hills Chapter Library   
Maps, Books & Games 

     Black Hills Chapter Library is open at least an hour before the 
meeting and until it is time for us to leave the build-
ing. This should give you time to browse the selec-
tion of books and maps to check-out for research or 
for your reading pleasure!  There are a variety of 
maps and books available which are listed on the 
inventory sheets by title and by author. The maps 
are also listed in the pink Library Inventory Book and are available 
for check-out. 
     New items added since our June meeting: Map of Galicia with 
an Index to the Villages found on the map as drawn, with Parish 
Information, by Rudolf Unterschutz.  Steve and Debbie Eberle 
donated this wonderful map addition to our library.  Frank Mosset 
donated two books: Bending the Twig (A Memoir) by Kenneth 
Goetz which is a story of a boy growing up on the prairie during 
the Depression and World War II, a story of simple joys, of death, 
of episodes to be savored through tears and laughter; and Germanic 
Genealogy, A Guide to Worldwide Sources and Migration Patterns 
(2nd Edition) by Edward Brandt for the Germanic Genealogy Soci-
ety. (Copyright-1997)  This book is a well-indexed, comprehen-
sive, easy-to-use reference for genealogists, however some of the 
addresses, etc, may not be current in some cases.  It contains a lot 
of good information.  Thanks to Frank and Steve & Debbie for the 
donations to our chapter library. 
      Do check what our library has to offer and be sure to return any 
books you may previously have checked out. 

                                        Kathy Schneider, Chapter Librarian 

GRHS 2010-11 Membership Drive   

     The GRHS board of directors 
discussed many different goals for 
the coming year during their 2 
October meeting. After the dust 
cleared, THE NUMBER ONE 
goal for 2010-11 year is, "TO 
SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE, 
BY A MINIMUM OF NET 10%, 
THE GRHS MEMBERSHIP.”  

This goal can only be accomplished by involving all GRHS chap-
ters , RIGs & members and by increasing GRHS visibility to the 
public. 
     The GRHS Membership/Promotions committee has the respon-
sibility for organizing and accomplishing this goal.  This commit-
tee will be developing a membership campaign; but we cannot do 
this without your help. We will be open to any idea that you think 
will produce new members...so please share your ideas with our 
committee. As chair of the GRHS Membership/Promotions com-
mittee, I will be asking for help from all of our Black Hills Chapter 
members in enrolling new members into GRHS during this cam-
paign.  
     Sincerely in our common heritage                               Milt Kramer  

President, Black Hills Chapter  
Vice President, GRHS  

Chair, GRHS Membership Promotions Committee  

BH Chapter Essay Contest Winners  
Announced at June Meeting  

 

     The Black Hills GRHS Chapter Meeting was held on 20 June 
2010. The meeting was highlighted by having, as our guests, two 
winners of the Black Hills Chapter Essay contest. They were 
Melissa Petersen, 1st place winner of the High School Division 
and Louis Mehlhaff, runner-up 
winner of the Middle School 
division. Chapter members and 
guests enjoyed hearing the es-
says read by Melissa and Louis. 
Bill Bosch, our Youth Commit-
tee chair, was unable to attend 
so Del Beck, Bonita Ley and 
Vera Hoff presented the BH 
Chapter Essay Contest Awards.   
     An important part of this 
meeting was the installation of 
the newly elected and returning 
chapter board members. New 
board members are Millie Halsey, Larry Schmoll and Richard 
Hauck. Returning BoD members are Ken Vogele, Del Beck, Milt 
Kramer, Hilda Sieler, Jim Schuh and Vera Hoff. 2010-2011 BH 
Chapter officers are Milt Kramer, president; Del Beck, vice presi-
dent; Ken Vogele, secretary; and Hilda Sieler, treasurer.  
     Darlayne Buchli and Christal Krein received certificates in rec-
ognition of their service on the board of directors. A special plaque 
was given to Robert Schneider in recognition of his 10 years of 
leadership as president of the BH Chapter.   

by Milt Kramer, Chapter President  

Del Beck, Louis Mehlhaff & Bonita Ley 

GRHS BOD Meeting—2 October 2010 
     The Germans from Russia Heritage Soci-
ety Board of Directors met on Saturday, 2 
October at Society Headquarters in Bismarck 
with President Don Ehreth presiding. The 
following is a brief commentary of business 
conducted.  

  1.  The resignation of Board member Elli Wise was ac-
cepted, and Ken Vogele of Rapid City was approved as 
a new Board member to complete Elli's term.  

 2.  The Heritage Foundation and Executive Committee met to 
lay plans for a $2,000,000 fund raiser. Increasing funding 
for the Society is a must. The foundation was designed to 
provide financial support to the Society's day to day op-
eration but it must grow significantly in order to produce 
the required interest to provide that support.  

  3.  No change will be made to the website posting of Youth 
Committee activities.  

  4.  The Executive Committee listed nine priorities for 
Board action. Four were identified as goals for this 
year.  

  5.  The huge breakdown in the Society's computer ser-
vices is close to being corrected. Most services are 
back. We are to be patient about the website.  

  6.  With unforeseen expenses taking a toll, the new sign 
at headquarters is still $155.00 short of being paid 
off.  

  7.  The 2010 annual convention netted almost $17,000.  
  8.  The Membership Committee reported an excellent list 

of possible actions to be taken for member recruitment.  
  9.   Membership continues to drop. The 2010 total is 70 

members short of the 2009 count. Note: The Black 
Hills Chapter continues to gain members.    by Del Beck 



Newsletter Committee 
   Electronic Newsletters save our chapter the cost of 
printing and postage. To receive your newsletter elec-
tronically please contact the Black Hills Chapter News-
letter editor at verahoff@rushmore.com.  

   Remember that this is your newsletter; your contributions are what 
makes it yours. Please send short clips from something you’ve read, a 
German Russian custom, publicity for an upcoming event, genealogy 
tips and tricks, an article about your family, etc. Even if you think the 
material might not be relevant or too long or too short or too what-
ever, remember your Editor edits! 

Black Hills Chapter Calendar of Events 
 

17 Oct. 2010 1:00 PM Genealogy Workshop 
  2:00 PM Membership Meeting 
  Faith Lutheran Church 

  17 Indiana St., Rapid City SD 
 

Program:  It is All Earth and Skye 
  -Milt Kramer -                                    

5 Nov. 2010 BH Chapter BOD Meeting 
  Rapid City Public Library 
 

12 Dec. 2010          Christmas Party/Pot Luck 
  Faith Lutheran Church 

 

20-24 July 2011 41st  GRHS Annual Convention 
  Davenport Hotel & Tower 
  Spokane WA  

 

31 July-2 Aug.  AHSGR Convention 
      2011  Little America Hotel 
  Salt Lake City UT    

6  Black Hills GRHS  
Newsletter--October 2010 

Black Hills Yellow Bike Program 
 

     Despite the cool weather and drizzling rain, about 25 riders par-
ticipated in the seventh annual Yellow Bike-a-Thon to benefit the 
local nonprofit organization that provides free bicycles, tricycles, 
scooters, wagons and exercise equipment to youths and adults 
throughout the Black Hills. The Yellow Bike-a-Thon took place on 
12 June 2010. 
     Nicole Collins of Rapid City braved the elements with her mother 
and her two daughters, ages 7 and 8 months, and rode the course 
from the Memorial Park band shell to Cleghorn Springs State Fish 
Hatchery and back. “We like bike riding, and this is fun for the 
whole family,” Collins said. “My daughter loved the ride.” 
     Collins said she thought the program was important to the com-
munity because it was important for every kid to have a bike. 
“Riding is important for kids. It is good exercise, and it’s a fun and 
safe thing they can do all the time,” she said. 
     In its 14th year, the Black Hills Yellow Bike Program has taken 
nearly 60,000 used bicycles and repaired and given away about 
6,000 of them to people who do not have a bike of their own. 

     “Every kid should have their 
own bike,” program organizer Dale 
Bishop said. “A bike is freedom to 
a child.” 
     The project began when Dale’s 
wife, Nancy, told him to get a 
hobby. “He had too much time on 
his hands,” she said, joking. 
     The idea stemmed from seeing 

a young neighbor boy walking back and forth to a friend’s house. 
Dale asked him why he wasn’t riding his bike. 
     “He said that the landlord had sold his bike and his sister’s bike 
to cover rent,” Dale Bishop said. “Something needed to be done.” 
     After seeing a news program about the Yellow Bike program in 
Oregon, the Bishops researched it and decided to start the program 
out of their home near Box Elder. They put up flyers around town. 
Within the first two weeks, they had 50 bikes in the yard. The young 
neighbor and his sister were the first to receive reconditioned bikes 
from the Bishops. 
     During the summer months, Dale estimates that at least three 
bikes are dropped off every day. Some are in good shape, some need 
minor repair work, and the ones that are in real bad shape get 
stripped of good parts and recycled. 
     In addition to bicycles, Dale works on tricycles, wagons and ex-
ercise equipment. Last year, they donated 10 exercise bikes to the 
Disabled American Veterans so that members could have exercise 
equipment in their homes. 
     When someone comes by to pick out a bike, Dale Bishop asks 
them to help work on the bike to make the necessary repairs. “They 
have more pride in the bike if they’ve helped with it,” Nancy Bishop 
said. “They seem to appreciate it more and take better care of it than 
if it’s just given to them outright.” 
     Saturday’s bike-a-thon was a fundraiser to help buy necessary 
supplies to recondition donated bikes. “We have to buy a lot of 
brake pads, cables, housing for the cables and inner tubes,” Nancy 
Bishop said. 
     In addition to the ride, the event featured canine demonstrations 
by the Rapid City Police Department, dancing by the Hot Shots 
Dance Troupe, hoop dancing with Dallas Chief Eagle and tricycle 
races. Rapid City Regional Hospital also provided free bicycle hel-

mets to the youths in attendance. 
    To donate a bike to the Yellow Bike Program, drop it off at Dale 
Bishop’s home, 22860 Sky Street, just off of Radar Road, or call 
923-5991.                              Photo & Article Courtesy of Rapid City Journal 
Editor’s Note: Dale and Nancy Bishop are members of the Black 
Hills GRHS Chapter. 

"No Better Land Than This" 

 

If I knew a better country in this glorious world today 
Where a man's work hours are shorter and he's drawing bigger pay, 
If the Briton or the Frenchman had an easier life than mine, 
I'd pack my goods this minute and I'd sail across the brine. 
But I notice when an alien wants a land of hope and cheer, 
And a future for his children, he comes out and settles here. 
 

Here's the glorious land of Freedom! Here's the milk and honey goal 
For the peasant out of Russia, for the long-subjected Pole. 
It is here the sons of Italy and men of Austria turn 
For the comfort of their bodies and the wages they can earn. 
And with all that men complain of, and with all that goes amiss, 
There's no happier, better nation on the world's broad face than this. 
 

So I'm thinking when I listen to the wails of discontent, 
And some foreign disbeliever spreads his evil sentiment, 
That the breed of hate and envy that is sowing sin and shame 
In this glorious land of Freedom should go back from whence it came. 
And I hold it is the duty, rich or poor, of every man 
Who enjoys this country's bounty to be all American. 

     By Edgar A. Guest 



7  Black Hills GRHS  
Newsletter--October 2010 

Memorial to Victims of Soviet Terror Unveiled:  
Ukraine Monument Honors 30,000 Who Died During Years of  Stalin’s Persecution 

 

Konrad, Paul. "Memorial to Victims of Soviet Terror Unveiled: Ukraine Monument Honors 30,000 Who Died Dur-
ing Years of  Stalin’s Persecution."  Mennonite Weekly Review, 14 December 2009. 

 
Zaporizhia, Ukraine — Susanna Hildebrand’s husband disappeared in 
1929. During the 1933 famine, she picked up a few cobs of corn on the 
road and was arrested. Sentenced to seven years in jail, she died in 
prison. Paul Ens of Khortitsa village was at home recovering from an op-
eration in 1937 when he was arrested at 3 a.m. Hustled onto a truck filled 
with Mennonite men, he was never seen again.  Hildebrand and Ens were 
two of 30,000 Mennonites who perished in the Stalinist terror.  
     On Oct. 10 in Zaporizhia, about 300 Ukrainians and foreign visitors 
dedicated a monument to “Soviet Mennonite Victims of Tribulation, Sta-
linist Terror and Religious Oppression.”  The memorial consists of three 
life-size silhouettes: a woman, a man and two children. The base quotes 
the words of Scripture, “Blessed are those who mourn.” Inscriptions are in 
English, German, Russian and Ukrainian.  “This monument bears endur-
ing witness to the suffering of many thousands who cannot speak for 
themselves,” said Peter Klassen of Fresno, Calif., co-chair of the Interna-
tional Mennonite Memorial Committee.  Harvey Dyck of Toronto, com-

mittee co-chair and project organizer, recalled Martyrs Mirror author Thieleman van Braght’s admonition that stories of the 
martyrs should not be lost.  “The story of 30,000 Soviet Mennonites should not be lost,” Dyck said. “It chronicles a tragic 
past and opens us more fully to the suffering and heroism of Ukrainians, Russians, Jews, peoples of Siberia and Central 
Asia, and people around the world.”  
     Generation’s heartache The monument symbolizes the heartache of a generation of survivors and the worldwide com-
memoration of the Soviet Mennonite tragedy. It is the first within the former Soviet Union to memorialize all Russian Men-
nonites. A place to mourn and contemplate, it draws attention to the human costs of a totalitarian system.  For 140 years 
Mennonites spread into villages, towns and farms across the Russian empire.  After the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, Men-
nonites came under persecution because of their religion, German language and resistance to Sovietization.   In the 1920s 
many immigrated to Canada, but thousands remained and were treated as enemies of the state, religious fanatics, counter-
revolutionaries and fascists.  Preachers and religious leaders were arrested. Families were dispossessed, exiled and forced 
into collective farms and prison labor camps. Many died of starvation, disease and overwork. Many others were exe-
cuted.   To remember these events, the British Columbia Mennonite Historical Society and Mennonite Heritage Cruise 
worked with the international memorial committee during a decade of planning for the monument.  The memorial was 
funded by donations from Mennonite conferences, historical societies, individuals and groups.  Designer Paul Epp and pro-
ject organizers Harvey Dyck and Walter Friesen of Canada were helped by engineer Boris Letkeman and interpreter Lud-
milla Kariaka of Ukraine. The granite monument was made in a former Mennonite quarry. The site is a public park in the 
heart of the one-time Mennonite village of Khortitsa, the cradle of Mennonite life in czarist Russia. In 1789 Mennonites 
from today’s Poland, invited by Catherine the Great, founded the village.  Now part of the city of Zaporizhia, the Khortitsa 
park is surrounded by buildings erected by Mennonites and still in use by Ukrainians: schools, a teachers college, a hospital, 
municipal office, factory buildings, houses and a one-time Mennonite church now rebuilt into a cultural center.  At that for-
mer church, historian Paul Toews and Alan Peters, both of Fresno, Calif., conducted a candle-lighting ceremony. Toews re-
called Mennonites who came to the Ukrainian steppes full of hope, seeking refuge. Almost none remain, and many lie in 
nameless graves in unknown places.  Visitors lit candles for grandfathers and uncles killed during the Purge Years of 1937 
and 1938. One man told of 14 missing relatives.   
     New page of history Members of Mennonite churches in Zaporizhia and Kutuzovka (Molochna), the Ukrainian Tokmak 
Rhapsody Chamber Choir, a Mennonite Heritage Cruise choir, local city officials, residents and guests participated in the 
dedication. Local schoolchildren had planted flowers. “Let those who see this monument remember the paths of faith and 
suffering of the Mennonites of the U.S.S.R.,” said Jakob Tiessen, pastor of Kutuzovka Mennonite Church. Valeri Kozyrev, 
chair of the Zaporizhia Oblast Committee for the Protection of Monuments of History and Culture, said the monument is of 
great importance to Ukraine. “Today we open a new page of history,” he said. “We can openly speak today of those times of 
religious persecution.”  Fedor Turchenko, a Ukrainian historian, spoke of a “sacred duty of remembering the past . . . ensur-
ing it never happens again.”                                                            Permission to print from the Mennonite Weekly Review. 

 

Photo by T. Dyck Harvey Dyck of Toronto, project organ-
izer, speaks at the dedication of a monument to victims of 
Soviet oppression. Zaporizhia city officials are to the right, 
and Peter Klassen of Fresno, Calif., is in the background. 
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“Food /N Customs 
Recipes of the Black Sea Germans” 

 

 A cookbook of German-Russian 
recipes and customs is 
available for purchase at 
our meetings. See our 
chapter treasurer, Hilda 
Sieler, or call her at  342-1030.        
Only $16.00  

Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application 

 

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
 
 

 

Date _______________ New _______ Renewal ________  
 
Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Maiden Name ______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ___________________ 
 
Phone # ____________________________  E-mail Address __________________________________ 
 
Chapter Preference: ________________Black Hills GRHS Chapter______________________ 
 

Ancestral Names & Villages ____________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Attached is my remittance of $__________. Membership fees are due annually on January 1. Life 
membership fees may be paid in annual installments of not less than $130.00. 
Annual Dues:  Membership  $50 
Life (minimum of $130 per year)  $650    
 

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter _____by E-mail or _____by US Mail    

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications to Rachel Schmidt, GRHS Library & 
Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the GRHS website at www.grhs.com .  

I would like to volunteer: 
 

Membership_______________ 
Publicity__________________ 
Hospitality________________ 
Genealogy_________________ 
Newsletter_________________ 
Photographer______________ 
Program__________________ 
Scrapbook_________________ 
Youth Program_____________ 
Refreshment_______________ 
Fund Raising_______________ 

Birth Month (optional):_________________ 
 

Anniversary Date (optional):_____________ 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 


