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     "The food was better than ever!‖  "What a delicious meal!"  "Great organiza-

tion!‖  "Lots of help!‖  ―Fast service!‖  These and numerous other glowing expressions 

were heard from our guests and members after our Authentic German Dinner on Feb-

ruary 27 at Blessed Sacrament Church.  For Black Hills Chapter, this was the mother 

of all German Dinners, superlative in every way.   

     A small core of incredibly dedicated, skilled, and knowledgeable leaders were re-

sponsible for turning approximately 70 (that’s correct, 70!) volunteers into a well-oiled 

food service machine.  This year every phase of the preparation, service, and clean-

up went smoother than ever because we had more personpower than ever before.  

People volunteer for all sorts of reasons, not the least because working on the Dinner 

is a fun, rewarding experience.  Some get dragged along, but most have a good time 

anyway.  Valya Kraemer brought along three friends—two originally from Ukraine and 

one from Ecuador.  Hilda Sieler talked her two daughters and their hubbies into help-

ing.  Mom and dad Clegg brought along son Lucus.  Andrea Nielson gathered a bevy 

of Seaton Elementary and Middle School kids to help.  These kids helped out, for the 

most part, through the goodness of their hearts (with a little push from their parents).  

The entire team, young and old, did a bang-up job! 

      The Authentic German Dinner is, for all practical purposes, Black Hills Chapter’s 

only  fundraiser.  Therefore, it has got to be good.  This year was no exception.  De-

spite and increase in cost of some food items, our Chapter again netted about $5,000 

on the Dinner.  This will go to support our Chapter’s activities locally  and will allow us 

to provide some support for the national Germans from Russia Heritage Society in 

Bismarck, ND. A great big THANK 

YOU to all who helped in any way and 

to all who joined us in eating and en-

joying the German Dinner.        Del Beck 
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April 17, 2011 

―Remembering Our Mennonite 
Heritage‖ DVD, Ken Vogele 
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Refreshment committee 
Will serve coffee and goodies. 

Members whose names begin with  
L through Z please bring food. 

CONVENTIONS 
GRHS 20-24 July, Spokane 

AHSGR 1-7 August, Salt Lake City 

            In This Issue 
Page # 

DON’T MISS ELECTION FOR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

AT APRIL MEETING 

2011 German Dinner  

by the Numbers 
1. Tickets sold:  826         
2. Meals served:  750 
3. Sausage from Kauk's Meat Market in 
Eureka:  516 lbs. including 270 lbs. con-
sumed + 246 lbs. sold 
4. Kuchen from Grandma's Kuchen in 
Westfield, ND: 102 kuchen con-
sumed + 118 sold 
5. Potato salad:  280 lbs. prepared,           
6. Sauerkraut:  100 lbs. prepared 
7. Knoepfla:  100 lbs. of flour, 8  
roasters filled   

Tatiana says, “I can’t watch!” as Milt 
cuts his finger...er, knoephla. 



 

BHGRHS 
News 

Anyone who is 
interested in the 

work of the Germans 
from Russia 

Heritage Society is 
welcome to attend 

our Chapter 

   Heritage Tours to Ukraine/Crimea/Moldova  

     SCHNEIDER LLC has space available on the spring tour to Ukraine, 22 May to 7 June 
2012 to visit ancestral German villages in the Black Sea region. Perhaps, the spring tour 
may go as far east in Ukraine as the Grunau villages northeast of Mariupol 
which is located north of the Sea of Azov.  In addition to visiting tour members’ 
ancestral villages, a tour itinerary usually includes attractions such as an art 
gallery, an Odessa Opera House performance, an archive, and museums. Also 
included are city tours in Odessa, Nikolaev, and Yalta, as well as visiting palac-
es and sight seeing along the beautiful southern Crimean seacoast. Van trans-
portation and excellent Ukrainian guides and interpreters are provided for the 
tours.  Individual and family tours can be arranged. 
     To  inquire  about  a  SCHNEIDER LLC tour,  contact  Robert  R.  Schneider, Manager, 
1649 N. 3

rd
 St., Spearfish,  SD, 57783; or, email: rschneider@rushmore.com; or call:  605-

722-7712;  or,  for   information   about   tours,  click   on  the  SCHNEIDER LLC   website:       
http://members.rushmore.com/~ukrainetours.                                                    Bob Schneider 
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“Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form 

            of every virtue at its testing point.”       CS Lewis 
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Chapter Website: 
http://members.rushmore.com/

~bhgrhs 

Youth Essay Contest / Youth Committee News 
     We have 13 entries in our chapter essay contest for this year.  We thank all members of 
our Chapter who talked to students and encouraged them to enter our contest.  Special 
thanks to Del Beck and Ken Vogele who made presentations at Stevens High School and 
Central High School and special thanks to Vera Hoff who used her connections to bring in 
some entries. 
     Chapter winners will be announced at our June 2011 Black Hills Chapter meeting and 
will be awarded their prizes and trophies at that meeting. Entries in the Black Hills Chapter 
Contest are also entered in the GRHS Youth Essay Contest for judging and winners of that 
contest will be announced at the 2011 GRHS Convention in Spokane, WA which will be 
held July 20–24, 2011. 
     We want to remind our members that we have written lessons on the German Migration 
to the Volga River and on the German Migration to the Black Sea.  Both lessons come with 
exercises in geography and history related to those migrations. The reading level of the 
lessons is probably at the junior and senior high school level. The lessons call for a lot of 
exploration on the internet and that part can be done by middle school students.  The les-
sons might be useful to develop background for a family genealogy story or for a history or 
geography unit in a school. If you know of anyone, especially teachers, who might be inter-
ested in free copies of these modules, have them contact Bill Bosch at 
wbosch@spe.midco.net. 
     Our committee exhibited some of our material at the SDSM&T Cultural Exposition on 
March 24 and 26.  The West River History Conference will be held at SDSM&T on Sep-
tember 22-24, 2011 and the organizers have issued a call for presentations.  I am toying 
with the idea of making a presentation on the general history of the German-Russians and 
perhaps other members of our chapter will want to make a presentation.  More information 
can be found at http://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/home. Bill Bosch, Chair, BH Chapter Youth Committee 

Black Hills Chapter to Welcome Professor Stryukova 

     A potluck luncheon Welcome Reception will be held 
for Professor Inna Stryukova, Nikolaev, Ukraine, by the 
Black Hills Chapter at Fairway Hills Party House, 3999 
Fairway Hills Drive, Rapid City, on Sunday, 10 July 2011.  
Please bring a dish to share and attend the luncheon at 
1:00 PM. The Chapter will furnish beverages. 
     For the fourth time, Inna will be a speaker and work-
shop presenter at a GRHS Convention, this time at Spo-
kane, WA in July. Professor Stryukova has also been 
invited to speak at the AHSGR Convention in Salt Lake 
City, UT in the first week of August 2011.  
     Please take this opportunity renew friendships, visit, 
and show your hospitality by attending the Chapter’s 
Welcome Reception to welcome Inna to the USA. 
                                                            Bob Schneider, Chapter Member 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 

mailto:rschneider@rushmore.com
http://members.rushmore.com/~ukrainetours
mailto:wbosch@spe.midco.net
http://wrhcsd.wordpress.com/home
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 President’s Message   
     It is hard to believe that it has been al-
most a year since I became president of our 
Chapter.  Time flies when you’re having fun, 
as the saying goes.   
     One of the most important aspects of any 
organization is member involvement.  I want to thank each 
and every one of you who contributed in any way to a Chapter 
activity.  Without you, nothing works.  If you are one who did 
not participate, I would like to encourage you to do so.  It real-
ly can be a lot of fun.   
     We had another very successful German Dinner.  Thanks 
to all who worked to accomplish this.  You will hear more on 
April 17

th
 at our Chapter meeting.   

     Since our year is closing, we will have our Chapter Board 
of Director’s election at the April 17 meeting..  We will have 
three positions available.  Two of the board members have 
agreed to run again.  There is one position that we need to fill 
with someone new.  Please call me if you want to run for the 
Board of Directors.  Being on the Board is personally quite 
satisfying.   
     Thanks to all of you for making this the best chapter in the 
Society!!                                                         Milt Kramer, President                                                        

41st Annual GRHS Convention 
     The 41

st
  GRHS Convention in Spokane is fast approach-

ing.  It will be July 20 to 24
th
 and is being hosted by Spokane’s 

Inland Northwest Chapter.  You should be receiving you regis-
tration materials soon.  When you receive them, please think 
strongly about attending.  It should be a really good experi-
ence going to Spokane for this event.   
     Many of you personally know Inna Stryukova and that she 
will speak at the Convention.   For details about our Chapter’s 
10 July Welcome Reception for Inna, please see the preced-
ing page. 
     The Convention itself will have many, many sessions you 
should enjoy such as ―The History and Practices of the 
Brauche (faith healing)‖.  Many of you remember this from 
your childhood.  I know that I do.  There will be a session on 
the games that our ancestors used to play, and some of us 
still play them.  
If you want to 
see where in 
the world your 
a n c e s t o r s 
b loo d  l i n e 
came from, you 
may want to 
learn how to 
get your DNA 
tested.  It may 
tell you some 
amazing things 
about your he-
redity.  There will be some authors in attendance who will talk 
about their new books.   
     The four star Davenport Hotel itself should be well worth 
the trip.  The normal room rate is $400.  Our group rate is only 
$129!  This Convention should be great fun.  Please plan to 
attend.                                                           Milt Kramer, President 

Davenport Hotel, Spokane, WA 

 

Black Hills Chapter Library Report 
     The following is information that resulted from a request 
for Volga German books.  It is not an all-inclusive list, but con-
tains several suggested titles and authors. Included in our 
Chapter Library are historical/research books and novels that 
are fiction, but based on history and events that actually took 
place.  Some of these books include information and stories of 
both the Black Sea and Volga Germans.  A good example of a 
book detailing the history of both Black Sea and Volga Ger-
mans is From Catherine to Khrushchev by Adam Giesinger.  

In addition to presenting the 
European history of both 
groups, this book portrays a 
variety of ethnic Germans that 
came to the USA from Russia 
including Volga Germans in 
Nebraska and Colorado, Men-
nonites in Manitoba and Kan-
sas, Black Sea Germans in the 
Dakotas and Saskatchewan, 
Hutterites in Alberta and Mani-
toba, Volhynian Germans in 
Manitoba and Michigan, and 
Moravian Brethren in Alberta.  
Another book is Plains Folk: 
North Dakota’s Ethnic Histo-
ry.  It took seven years of com-
bined effort by three historians, 
an anthropologist, a political 
scientist and a sociologist to 
complete this basic source book 
which discusses over forty dif-
ferent national groups, their ori-
gins, personalities, customs, 

successes and failures.  It has many illustrations, maps and 
tables, census data and an extensive index for quick refer-
ence of contents. 
     Books in our library that deal primarily with the Volga Ger-
mans include: Kuche Kochen, a cook book by AHSGR, The 
German Colonies of Lower Volga by Gottlieb Beratz, Wir 
Wollen Deutsche Bleiben: The Story of the Volga Ger-
mans by George Walters, and  Thunder on the Steppe by 
Timothy and Rosalinda Kloberdanz. 
     Please remember to return books you checked-out at pre-
vious meetings so that others may read them if they wish.   

                                         Kathy Schneider, Chapter Librarian 

Klemens Cathedral in  
Saratov on the Volga-1913 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 

Calendar of Events 
Chapter Meeting (BoD Election) 17 April 

GRHS Board of Directors Meeting April 30 
Chapter Meeting 19 June 

41st Annual GRHS Convention 20-24 July 
Spokane, WA 

42nd Annual AHSGR Convention 1-7 August 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Chapter Picnic 20 August 
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“Remembering Our Mennonite Heritage”:  
BH Chapter Program for April Meeting 

     In furthering the purpose of presenting as many aspects of 
German-Russian heritage as possible, the program for our 
April Meeting will be a DVD that will introduce us to the history 
of the Mennonites. 
      ―Remembering Our Mennonite Heritage‖ traces the origins 
of the Anabaptist-Mennonite movement and the migration of 
persecuted believers to Polish-Prussia in the 1500s.  250 
years later, over one-half of these Prussian Mennonites re-
sponded to the invitation of Catherine the Great and in the late 
1700s they settled in what is today Ukraine.  Later in the mid 
1800s, more Mennonites immigrated to central Russia.  
     With the Protestant Reformation in the early 1500s came 
many different ideas about how God should be worshipped.  
Some groups became known as Anabaptists (literally, to bap-
tize again).   Based on their interpretation of the Bible, Ana-
baptists believed in four main precepts:  1) Adult baptism, 2) 
Pacificism, 3) Refusal to take oaths of any kind, such as to a 
prince, and 4) Separation of Church and State.  For these be-
liefs, they were persecuted by Protestants and Catholics alike.  
Anabaptist philosophy was strongest in Holland and adjacent 
countries. 
   Simon Menno was an early convert to the Anabaptist way of 
thinking, and it is from him that the Mennonites derived their 
name.  Due to persecution, the Mennonites were constantly 
on the move.  They were hard-working farmers who were 
skilled at building dikes, draining swamps, and building wind-
mills.  Because of this, they were invited to settle in the Vistula 
River delta on the Baltic Sea in what was then Prussia, now 
Poland.  Using their skills in managing wetlands, they turned 
this land into the most productive ground in Western Europe.  
In the mid 1700s, the militaristic Prussians began pressing the 
Mennonites on the issue of nonresistance (pacifism) and 
made it illegal for the Mennonites to purchase any more land. 
   The Mennonites were drawn to Russia because Catherine 
the Great’s Manifesto offered religious freedom, freedom from 
military service and free land.   The first Mennonites to settle 
in Russia came in 1789 to the Dnieper River valley near the 
Black Sea about 300 miles east of Odessa.  This became the 
Chortitza colony group, named after its most prominent town.  
In 1804, the Mennonites founded the Molotschna group of 
colonies. 
   By 1840, the Mennonites were known as leaders in agricul-
ture.  Because of land shortages, several wealthy Mennonites, 
most notably Johann Cornies, began a process of industriali-
zation, and soon there were Mennonite factories producing 
roof tiles, agricultural equipment, etc.  Education was fostered, 
and welfare organizations and hospitals and insurance pro-
grams were created for those in need.  By the late 1800s, the 
Mennonites had become the most prosperous of all Germans 
in the south of Russia.  
   This DVD, produced by Mennonite Otto Klassen of Winni-
peg, narrates the story of the Mennonites in part by using 
some remarkable still photos and film footage.  Pay special 
attention to the footage of Mennonites creating dikes in the 
Vistula delta and of threshing grain with flails.  Still photos 
show that Mennonite architecture was very sophisticated com-
pared with that in most other German colonies.            Ken Vogele                                                                                                      

National GRHS Membership Campaign 
     The National GRHS Membership Campaign has been roll-
ing along for about six weeks now.  Anyone who sponsors a 

new member receives a 
Certificate that is good 
for $12.50 off their next 
year’s GRHS member-
ship dues.  The results 
have not been tremen-
dous, but the Campaign 
has stimulated the addi-
tion of some new mem-
bers.  We have sent 10 
Certificates to members 
who have recruited a 

new member.  Thus far this year, 101 new members have 
joined GRHS.  That’s pretty good.     
     Please remember to ask someone to join GRHS.  If you 
don’t ask, they won’t join.  I want to challenge our Chapter to 
recruit the highest number of new members.  We can do it!!!  
You have until September 1 to take advantage of the discount 
Certificate.                                             Milt   Kramer,   Chairman, 

Membership   and   Promotions   Committee   and   Vice   President,     GRHS 

Aunt Millie Wants You  
(to Check Out the Chapter 

Scrapbook).  Yea...You! 
     The Chapter Scrapbook is an im-
portant record of our Chapter’s and our 
members’ activities and history.  It con-
tains photos of members involved in 
Chapter activities as well as written 
documents related to the Chapter and 
its members.    Written materials in-
clude copies of Newsletters and news-
paper articles about BH Chapter and 
its members.  Noteworthy are obituaries of deceased Chapter 
members.  Our current Scrapbook maven is Millie Halsey who 
includes some of her own drawings related to Chapter activi-
ties. 
     The scrapbook is available for viewing at almost all Chap-
ter Meetings and it is taken by our delegation to the national 
Convention where its purpose it to show other Chapters how 
BH Chapter preserves our German-Russian heritage. 
   Millie says that the Scrapbook is underappreciated.  She 
invites anyone to submit materials for placement in the Scrap-
book.  Please take a look at the Scrapbook at the April 17

th
 

and subsequent meetings.  Millie will give away one of her 
sketches to a lucky member who takes the time to view the 
Scrapbook at the April meeting.            Ken Vogele                                                                        

How Your Board of Directors Works 
     Think of Black Hills Chapter GRHS as a republic.  You 
elect your representatives to the Board and the Board makes 
most of the decisions for the Chapter.  Still, members have the 
right to make motions at Chapter Meetings and, thus, can di-
rect Chapter spending and activities by majority vote.  The 
Board meets at the RC Public Library, and Meetings are open 
to all members.  Next BoD Meeting is 7 May.             Ken Vogele                                                             

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 
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 Letter Lauds German Dinner 
March 1, 2011 
Gute Morgen, Del and Sharon,  
     Gladys and I attended the dinner 
Sunday evening which brought hundreds 
together to experience not only the deli-
cious menu of dishes, but the excitement 
of seeing the crowds in line...I was able 
to use my Platte-deutsche language and 
immediately felt at home with all those in 
the room, in the line, and at our table. 
Del and Sharon, my grandparents came 
over approximately 1860 from Ostfries-
land, Germany, and they spoke the lan-
guage fluently. They eventually settled 
around Ackley, IA... and so I was raised   
 in that environment... 
    We enjoyed conversation as we 

stood in line, then choosing a table 
where others of our language were seat-
ed. The menu had some familiar items 
plus some new to me. People came and 
went from our table so we met quite a 
number of other guests. I have been on 
the mailing list of the Ostfriesen ―Neues 
Blatt‖ (printed at Grundy Center, IA). I do 
recall our Washington Reformed Church 
with the low-German sermons, hymns, 
and conversations. My grandmother 
hardly spoke English as she said, ―dot 
Englishe, das ist nix!‖ I became a pastor 
in the RCA church...We have been in 
Rapid City since 1977. I was at the 
School of Mines as Campus Minister and 
Professor, and also Chaplain at Ft.  
 Meade, now retired. 
    Thank you for the dinner, meeting 

others of our language and being daz-
zled by the full dining room, the people in 
line, and taking several pictures (my chil-
dren and grandchildren will want to see 
them.) We found a larger appreciation of 
our German and Dutch backgrounds. 
Thank you, Del and Sharon, for sharing 
our heritage with so many!  
Sincerely,     

German Dinner Page 
Photos Thanks 
To Jim Schuh 

Paul and Gladys Lupkes  



 

The Keys to GRHS Website 

    This lock emblem on the GRHS website indicates a 

page or file which is reserved for GRHS members only. If you 

are a GRHS member and would like to access the locked files 

and take advantage of vast amounts of information on the 

members-only pages, send an email to access@grhs.org with 

your name and membership number. The GRHS User ID ad-

ministrator will send you a password and instructions on how 

to access the members-only pages.  

    If you are not a member of GRHS and would like to join 

the Black Hills GRHS Chapter you may contact our chapter 

treasurer, Hilda Sieler at ehsieler@rushmore.com or our presi-

dent, Milt Kramer, at mkramer@rap.midco.net. 
by Dick Hoff, Membership Committee 

Chapter Anniversaries & Birthdays 
April:   

Steve and Debbie Eberle...4/5 

Jack & Mary Wilson…4/18 

Marvin & Kay Paschke...4/19 

Jim & Inez Kramer...4/28 

 

 Joyce Opp...4/10    Cindy Horning...4/15    

 Bonita Ley...4/18    Mildred Halsey...4/20  

 

May:  
Meta & Darrell Brady...5/4  

Gabriel & Emma Raba...5/24 

 

     Ken Vogele...5/1     Christal Hexem...5/4 

Ken Brenneise...5/5     Connie Benson...5/5 

Joe Engelhardt...5/23    Meta Brady...5/26     

   Call me at 716-7026 or email: metabrady@juno.com with your info 

or if you know of an illness or special occasion. Please help save costs 

for our chapter by donating or making computer greeting cards or by 

donating cards for recycling.         Meta Brady, BH Chapter Sunshine Gal  
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     Once again Black Hills Chapter participated in the Cultur-
al Expo held at South Dakota School of Mines & Technology 
on Thursday and Saturday, March 24

th
 and 26

th
.  Deb Roberts 

was the Chairperson of our Cultural Expo Committee.  There 
were at least 15 countries or areas represented this year.  
Each had a booth consisting of a table or tables with the wall 
as a backdrop.  Culturally significant items were displayed on 
the tables.  Our Chapter represented the Germans from Rus-
sia, Germany, and Ukraine.  Our table display included matry-
oshka dolls, a fine icon, painted wooden eggs and Ukrainian 

―welcoming bread‖.   The welcoming bread was the highlight 
for the kids.  It is fancy, braided bread that is offered to hon-
ored guests by groups when they visit schools, orphanages, 
and the like.  There is a little depression in the top for salt, and 
the guests are asked to pull off a small amount of bread, dip it 
in the salt, and eat it.  This tradition symbolizes the offering of 
the necessities of life—bread and salt—to guests.  The bread 
on display is hard as a rock because it was brought back from 
a 2002 Schneider LLC tour. 
     Thursday was set aside as a special time for area school 
kids to visit the exhibits.  Approximately 200 students and 
teachers attended.  Each child had a sheet of paper which 
listed each country in the Expo.  They went from booth to 
booth getting the answers to a series of questions.  In the pro-
cess, our members briefly introduced the kids to the concept 
of Germans from Russia and advertised the Youth Essay 
Contest.   A few of the kids actually knew something about 
their German-Russian heritage. 

     On Saturday, the Expo was open to the public.  Admission 
was $6.  About 450 people attended.  Each booth had repre-
sentative ethnic food.  Bet you can’t guess what BH Chapter 
served—KUCHEN!  Visitors picked up a paper plate at the 
door and went from table to table getting small portions from 
each.  Before they reached the last table, their plates were 
piled high.  Some food was ―interesting‖, but most was really 
tasty.  As people passed our booth, members answered ques-
tions about the Germans from Russia.  There are always a 
few who sign up to receive the Newsletter.  A second highlight 
is a stage show where folks from the different countries sing, 
do traditional dances, play instruments, and model clothes.   
The Chinese women again did complicated choreographed 
dance to music, including a knock-out fan dance.     
     Clarence and Bonita Ley of Black Hills Chapter entertained 
the audience with a waltz, a polka, and a schottische.  The 
performance was riveting, and the audience clapped loudly to 
the music.  Vera Hoff, Valya Kraemer, and Bonita also put on 
a fashion show, modeling different varieties of the German 
folk dress, the dirndl.  A good time was had by all, Chapter 
members and visitors alike.                                        Ken Vogele 

    April Is Election Time for Chapter  

At the Black Hills Chapter Annual Meeting on April 17, 2011, 
an election will be held to fill three vacancies on the Board of 
Directors.  Board members whose terms expire this year are 
Jim Schuh, Del Beck and Milt Kraemer.  Jim has chosen not 
to run again.  The Nominating Committee of the Board has 
asked Deb Roberts to run in Jim’s place, and she has accept-
ed.  Del and Milt have agreed to run again and they complete 
the slate of 3 nominees.    
Please keep in mind that nominations from the floor are wel-
come so if you are interested in running for a position on the 
Board, please either nominate yourself or ask someone to do 
it for you.   
 On behalf of the members of Black Hills Chapter, President 
Milt thanks all the members of the Board for their service dur-
ing the past year.                                                                       Ken Vogele 

SDSM&T Cultural Expo Was a Blast! 

 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 
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Remembering Priscilla Zenk 
Rapid City Journal, 7 Feb 2011 

CASTLE ROCK, Colo. — Priscilla Heilman Zenk, 84, Castle 
Rock and formerly of Rapid City, S.D., passed from death to 
life on Feb. 5, 2011, at Brookside Inn Skilled Care Facility in 
Castle Rock after a long illness. 
     Priscilla was born in Eureka, S.D., on April 4, 1926, the 
daughter of Emanuel and Eva Heilman. Priscilla was the 
youngest of three children. 
She graduated top of her 
class from South Dakota 
State University in 1948 with 
a degree in Pharmacy, the 
first female to do so at the 
time. She worked as a phar-
macist for over 50 years in 
both Aberdeen, S.D., and 
then in Rapid City, where 
she was part owner of Fami-
ly Prescription Service and 
later worked at Albertson’s 
Pharmacy.   
     Priscilla married Donald 
Isaak Zenk on June 28, 
1948. The couple lived in 
Aberdeen briefly before set-
tling in Rapid City in 1950. Don was the love of her life, and 
they were married for 32 years prior to Don’s death in May of 
1980. The couple has three children:  Ann Schmitt of Castle 
Rock, Mark Zenk, currently living in Singapore, Singapore, 
and Mary Delasin, living in Palm Harbor, Fla. 
     Family was always the central focus of Priscilla’s life with 
her grandchildren, Nicole, Nathan, Brian, Kelly, Zachary, and 
Luke bringing her the greatest joy. She will always be remem-
bered by all for her quiet determination and faith. She is also 
survived by her brother, Lester Heilman, 88, Eureka, S.D. 
Services were at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 9, at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Rapid City.  Interment was at Black Hills Na-
tional Cemetery near Sturgis.  Memorial gifts can be made to 
Trinity Lutheran Church.  Her online guestbook is available at 
www.osheimschmidt.com.  

 

PLATT DEUTSCH?  The Rest of the Story 
     Descendants of Germans from Russia who are living in 
America have a tendency to apologize for not speaking 
―correct‖ German. We hear comments like ―My German is Low 
German,‖ ―My German is Platt Deutsch,‖ and ―My German is 
poor German.‖  Since the official language of Germany is High 
German, it is assumed that everything else is bad or poor Ger-
man. This cannot be farther from the truth.   
     The southern part of Germany borders on the Alp Moun-
tains of Switzerland and Austria and is very high in elevation. 
Because of their geographic locations, the German dialects 
spoken in the mountainous southern German states are re-
ferred to as ―High German‖ dialects, those from the middle 
German states are ―Middle German,‖ and those dialects from 
the flat areas are referred to as ―Low German‖ dialects.  The 
Volga folks primarily emigrated from the middle states and the 

Black Sea folks mostly came from the south and southwestern 
German states. 
     In the far north of Germany, the people speak Low Ger-
man, otherwise known as ―Platt Deutsch.‖   Platt Deutsch 
does not mean ―bad Ger-
man‖ as many people 
seem to think.  Rather, 
Platt Deutsch means flat 
German. The word 
―platten‖ means to flatten 
or to press or to iron. 
Platt Deutsch is called 
that because the far 
northern part of Germany 
is very low and quite flat.  
     Our German-Russian 
people who now live in 
America speak different 
dialects because they 
came from different areas 
in Germany.   In Russia 
they lived in closed com-
munities where their lan-
guages remained relatively static through time.  Most Black 
Sea Germans came from the high country of the south or 
southwest areas of Germany. Thus, their dialects were origi-
nally thought of as forms of High German.  The one group of 
people who spoke Low German is the Mennonites who origi-
nally came from flat northern Germany.  
    If you want to hear Irish music that most closely approxi-
mates that sung in the 1700s, you go to Ireland, right?  
WRONG!  You go to the American Appalachians where Irish 
settled in the 1700s!  The reason is that when people leave 
their homelands, they tend to maintain certain aspects of their 
culture with only modest changes through time.  This tends to 
be most true for language and song.   
      Our German-Russian dialects are older than the dialects 
spoken in present day Germany. It is as if the dialects of the 
German-Russians have been locked in a time warp dated to 
the late 1700s and the early 1800s.  So, in some respects, it 
can be said that these dialects are more ―correct‖ than the 
official High German of today’s Germany.  Just as American 
English has changed rapidly through time, so has official High 
German, whereas our German-Russian language did not 
change all that much. To say that the official High German 
spoken in Germany today is better than our dialects would be 
about the same as saying that the English spoken in England 
is better than American English.  
     Many Germans from Russia of today call their dialects 
―Low German‖ or ―Platt Deutsch.‖  In reality, this is a misno-
mer.  What our German-Russian folks are 
speaking is really an outdated or archaic 
form of High German, High German from 
an earlier era.   
     Think of it this way:  It isn’t that you 
can’t understand them.  It’s that THEY 
CAN’T UNDERSTAND YOU!  
Ken Vogele, modified from an article by 
Brother Placid Gross in “Heritage Re-
view,” March 2011, pages 42 and 43.     
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“Food /N Customs 
Recipes of the Black Sea Ger-

mans” 

 

 A cookbook of German-Russian 

recipes and customs is available for 

purchase at our meetings. See our 

chapter treasurer, Hilda Sieler, or 

call her at  342-1030.        Only $16.00  

Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application  

 

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
 
 

 

Date _______________ New _______ Renewal ________  

 

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Maiden Name ______________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ___________________ 

 

Phone # ____________________________  E-mail Address __________________________________ 

 

Chapter Preference: ________________Black Hills GRHS Chapter______________________ 
 

Ancestral Names & Villages ____________________________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Attached is my remittance of $__________. Membership fees are due annually on January 1. Life 

membership fees may be paid in annual installments of not less than $130.00. 

Annual Dues:  Membership  $50 

Life (minimum of $130 per year)  $650    
 

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter _____by E-mail or _____by US Mail  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications to Rachel Schmidt, GRHS Library & 

Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

I would like to volunteer: 
 

Membership_______________ 

Publicity__________________ 

Hospitality________________ 

Genealogy_________________ 

Newsletter_________________ 

Photographer______________ 

Program__________________ 

Scrapbook_________________ 

Youth Program_____________ 

Refreshment_______________ 

Fund Raising_______________ 

Birth Date (optional):_________________ 
 

Anniversary Date (optional):_____________ 


