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            In This Issue Page # MEETING PROGRAM 
June 19, 2011 

Presentation of Youth Essay 
Awards—by Bill Bosch 

Refreshment committee 
Will serve coffee and goodies. 

Members whose names begin with  
A through K please bring food. 

 

Black Hills Chapter Germans 
from Russia Heritage Society 

Annual Meeting 
17 April 2011 

Faith Lutheran Church 
17 Indiana Street 

Rapid City SD 

 

Genealogical Research 
Workshop—1:00 PM 

 

Chapter Library Open—1:00 PM 
 

Membership Meeting—2:00 PM 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

June 2011O 

CONVENTIONS 
GRHS 20-24 July, Spokane 

AHSGR 1-7 August, Salt Lake City 

BH Chapter Announces Its 2011  
Youth Essay Contest Winners 

     Our Black Hills Chapter had 14 entries overall in 
the middle school and high school divisions.  Our win-
ners in the middle school division are Isaiah Durand – 
first place and Geneva Durand – runner-up.  Isaiah 
and Geneva are siblings and are being home-
schooled in Missouri and Chile.  
     In the high school division, Luke Smith placed first 
and Melissa Petersen took runner-up honors.  Both 
are students at Stevens High School in Rapid City and 
both have studied under Elke Kuegle who teaches 
German at Stevens.  We did not have any Chapter 
entries in the undergraduate division this year.       
Last year Melissa Petersen won the high school    

 Luke Smith Melissa Petersen 

Isaiah Durand Geneva Durand 

contest and Luke Smith was a runner-up.  Isaiah Du-
rand is a repeat winner in the middle school division  
     Trophies and prizes will be presented to the win-
ners at our June 19th chapter meeting.  Some of the 
winners will also read their entries at that meeting. 
We thank the parents and teachers who support the-
se students.  We also thank all the BH Chapter mem-
bers who made presentations at schools or who oth-
erwise encouraged students to enter our contest.   
     At the international level, there were 154 entries  
this year as compared with 170 in 2010. 
     For biographical sketches of all four winners, see 
page 4.  Isaiah Durand‘ story is on pages 4 and 5 and 
is followed by ―And Now—The Rest of the Story‖ 

Bill Bosch, Chair, Chapter Youth Committee 



   Heritage Tours to Ukraine/Crimea/Moldova  

     SCHNEIDER LLC has space available on the spring tour to Ukraine, 22 May to 7 June 
2012 to visit ancestral German villages in the Black Sea region. Perhaps, the spring tour 
may go as far east in Ukraine as the Grunau villages northeast of Mariupol which is locat-
ed north of the Sea of Azov.  In addition to visiting tour members‘ ancestral villages, a tour 
itinerary usually includes attractions such as an art gallery, an Odessa Opera House per-
formance, an archive, and museums. Also included are city tours in Odessa, Nikolaev, and 
Yalta, as well as visiting palaces and sight seeing along the beautiful southern Crimean 
seacoast. Van transportation and excellent Ukrainian guides and interpreters are provided 
for the tours.  Individual and family tours can be arranged. 
     To  inquire  about  a  SCHNEIDER LLC tour,  contact  Robert  R.  Schneider, Manager, 
1649 N. 3

rd
 St., Spearfish,  SD, 57783; or, email: rschneider@rushmore.com; or call:  605-

722-7712;  or,  for   information   about   tours,  click   on  the  SCHNEIDER LLC   website:       
http://members.rushmore.com/~ukrainetours.                                                    Bob Schneider 
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Anyone who is 

interested in the work 
of the Germans from 

Russia Heritage 
Society is welcome to 

attend our Chapter 
meetings.  

Chapter Officers 
  

President: Milt Kramer 

(605)-343-0654 

mkramer@rap.midco.net  

Vice President: Del Beck 

(605)-718-2603 

beckshaus@rushmore.com 
  

Secretary: Ken Vogele 

(605) 348-4518 

  

ken@vogelefamily.info 
  

Treasurer: Hilda Sieler 

(605) 342-1030 

ehsieler@rushmore.com 
b 

Board Members: 

Millie Halsey 

(605)-722-3393 

mjeanethal@gmail.com 

Larry Schmoll 

(605)-393-7559 

llschmoll@msn.com 

Rich Hauck 

(605)-559-0272 

rj@spe.midco.net 
  

Vera Hoff 

(605)718-4116 

verahoff@rushmore.com  

Deb Roberts 

(605)716-1591 

prmegasprop@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Ken Vogele 

1605 Palo Verde Drive 

Rapid City SD 57701-4461 

Web Frau 

 Vera Hoff 

Chapter Website: 

http://members.rushmore 

.com/~bhgrhs 

Dear Fellow Chapter Members: 
     Hello to each and every one of you.  Sometimes messages from a president of any or-
ganization can be rather boring.  However it is a good form of communication to members.   
     We have had some exciting things occur.  One thing was the creation of a chapter pull-
up sign that can be used when we attend various functions.  (See separate article, page 
4.)  It would be worth attending the June 19th meeting just to see the sign.  Another excit-
ing thing that will occur is the attempt at the reactivation of the Siouxland Stamm Chapter 
in Sioux Falls.  An ad-hoc committee will be assembled to do this.  Please call me if you 
would want to help with this endeavor.   Our chapter is the leading chapter in GRHS and 
we have to be leaders for other chapters to follow.  On July 3 we will participate in the cul-
tural event at Mt. Rushmore.  I am asking that if you missed last year‘s event, PLEASE 
plan to attend this.  It begins at 9:00 a.m. and is finished at 11:15.  We need dancers for 
this event.  I know many of you dance so please plan to come.   More will be said about 
that at the chapter meeting. If you have not decided to attend the Spokane convention, 
please consider going.  It will be fun and you will be supporting GRHS.   The membership 
campaign is still going.  If you have not asked someone to join, I strongly encourage you to 
ask someone to become a member.  
Sincerely, Milt Kramer 

President’s Message 

GRHS Board of Directors Meeting Report 
     Milt Kramer (VP GRHS and Chair, Membership Committee) and Ken Vogele (Director 
at Large, completing the term of  Elli Wise who resigned) attended the meeting.  Important 
information and significant actions by the Board at this meeting are as follows: 

GRHS is solvent but not flush.  Treasurer Don Heck is doing an excellent job convert-
ing GRHS‘s bookkeeping system to QuickBooks.  This will make the Society‘s finances 
much easier to comprehend.   

Total membership for 2010 was 2255.  As of March 31, GRHS had 110 new members 
and a total membership of 2110, with 276 members from 2010 yet unpaid. 

Life Memberships cost $650 currently.  At the 2011 Convention, members will be 
asked to vote to increase this to 20 times the annual dues which is now $50. 

Board allowed up to $7000 for needed GRHS Library building repairs. 

2012 Convention to be 19-22 July at   
Bismarck. 2013 Convention will be a 
combined GRHS/AHSGR Convention. 

If GRHS website does not display, you 
must upgrade to at least Internet Explorer 
8 or use Foxfire or Chrome as a browser. 

Ken Vogele is part of a Committee re-
viewing Bookstore finances. 

Val Wangler (right) will be leaving the 
Board after many years of dedicated ser-
vice, including terms as President.  Cur-
rent President Don Ehreth presented Val 
with a ―thank-you cake‖.           Ken Vogele 

mailto:rschneider@rushmore.com
http://members.rushmore.com/~ukrainetours
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Chapter Birthdays 

             June, July, August, September   

               Mary Wilson...6/28 Steve Eberle...7/4 

               Larry Schmoll...7/4           Johnnie Hovland...7/9   

               Sharon Beck...7/9 Peggy Bosch...7/9 

               Inez Kramer...7/10             Dick Hoff…7/15   

               Gabriel Raba...7/19            Ralph Fitzner...7/19 

               Erwin Reiman...7/26          Christal Krein...8/4 

  Linda Imberi...8/7              Richard Hexem...8/7   

               Vera Hoff...8/25                Joan Riemann...8/29  

               Bernadette Lambert...9/3    Arletta Schuh...9/7      

               Sandra Dahl...9/10              Deb Eberle...9/15    

               Milt Kramer...9/22              Chris Mayer...9/25   

                             Darlayne Buchli...9/25 
 

Anniversaries:  
Larry & Lisa Schmoll...6/3            Bob & Kathy Schneider...6/5      

Matt & Sandra Dahl...6/7             Del & Sharon Beck...6/10 

John & Connie Benson...6/13        Milt & Valya Kramer...6/24               

Roger & Joyce Opp...6/26             Rudy & Barb Stradinger..6/27 

Dom & Cindy Horning...6/30        Gary & Christal Krein...7/15      

Ralph & Dorothy Fitzner..7/22      Mike & JoAnn Flynn...8/22        

Myron & Darlayne Buchli...8/12   Ken & Cathy Vogele...8/19        

Joe & Ida Engelhardt...8/30           Alex & Lynda Imberi...9/5         

          John & Marilyn Hovland...9/24 
    

     Call me at 716-7026 or email: metabrady@juno.com with your 

info or if you know of an illness or special occasion. 

     Please help save costs for our chapter by donating or making 

computer greeting cards or by donating cards for recycling.  

Calendar of Events 
Chapter Meeting 19 June 2011 

41st Annual GRHS Convention 20-24 July 
Spokane, WA 

42nd Annual AHSGR Convention 1-7 August 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Chapter Picnic Saturday 20 August 2011 
Chapter Board Meeting 10 September 2011 

Chapter Meeting 16 October 2011 
Christmas Social 4 December 2011 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 

Mark Your Calendar—Inna Stryukova 
Reception 10 July 

     A potluck luncheon Welcome Reception will be held for 
Professor Inna Stryukova, Nikolaev, Ukraine, by the Black 
Hills Chapter at Fairway Hills Party House, 3999 Fairway 
Hills Drive, Rapid City, on Sunday, 10 July 2011.  Please 
bring a dish to share and attend the luncheon at 1:00 p.m. 
The Chapter will furnish beverages. 
     For the fourth time, Inna will be a speaker and workshop 
presenter at a GRHS Convention, this time at Spokane, WA 
in July. Professor Stryukova has also been invited to speak 
at the AHSGR Convention in Salt Lake City, UT in the first 
week of August 2011.  
     Please take this opportunity to renew friendships, visit, 
and show your hospitality by attending the Chapter‘s Wel-
come Reception to welcome Inna to the USA. 
                                                            Bob Schneider, Chapter Member 

daughter of Laura Ingalls Wilder, is an ―easy reading‖ novel that 
depicts the life and adventures of a young couple homestead-
ing in Dakota.  She describes their struggle with force and in 
detail, including the simple pleasures of home cooking, socializ-
ing and horse trading.   
     The Library will be open at 1:00 p.m, before the 2:00 p.m. 
meeting, to allow time to see what is available for your reading 
pleasure or genealogy research.  The author and title inventory 
pages are updated and available for use at the June meeting. 
This library inventory is located in the neon pink notebook bind-
er and may be of help if you are looking for a specific author or 
book. Please remember to return any books, maps or games 
you may have checked out at a previous meeting. Kathy Schneider 

Black Hills Chapter to Welcome Professor Stryukova 

     A potluck luncheon Welcome Reception will be held for Professor Inna Stryukova, Niko-
laev, Ukraine, by the Black Hills Chapter at Fairway Hills Party House, 3999 Fairway Hills 
Drive, Rapid City, on Sunday, 10 July 2011.  Please bring a dish to share and attend the 
luncheon at 1:00 PM. The Chapter will furnish beverages. 
     For the fourth time, Inna will be a speaker and workshop presenter at a GRHS Conven-
tion, this time at Spokane, WA in July. Professor Stryukova has also been invited to speak 
at the AHSGR Convention in Salt Lake City, UT in the first week of August 2011.  
     Please take this opportunity renew friendships, visit, and show your hospitality by at-
tending the Chapter‘s Welcome Reception to welcome Inna to the USA. 
                                                            Bob Schneider, Chapter Member 

  

<◄ Do Not Miss ►> 
41st Annual GRHS Convention 

20-24 July, Davenport Hotel 
Spokane, Washington 

     Hosted by Spokane‘s Inland Northwest Chapter, the  
2011 Convention is sure to be informative and entertaining.  
The Program is packed with excellent sessions on German 
Russian history and culture, how-to courses on genealogy 
and GR cooking and personal interest stories.  As always, 
the Regional Interest Groups will hold their annual meetings 
at the Convention. 
     The ever-popular Inna Stryukova  will speak on religious 
life in the old GR villages in the Ukraine and will be the key-
note speaker at the Saturday evening banquet.   
     Particularly interesting should be discussions of pastimes 
in the colonies and the new world, the Ukrainian Holodomor 
(killing by hunger) or terror-famine of 1932-33, and GR faith 
healing.  The genealogical sessions are particularly strong 
and include material for beginners as well as for advanced 
genealogists.  You will be able to learn about what resources 
are available at the GRHS headquarters, how to use Sphider 
to search the GRHS website, how to find relatives in US 
passport applications, and the up-to-date skinny on DNA 
testing.  Anna Fischer‘s tale, ―Cry Out of Russia‖ is fascinat-
ing, and Ken Flemmer‘s tale of Rosina Flemmer‘s saga from 
Glückstal to Poland, Siberia, Kazakhstan, and finally to Ger-
many should be riveting.   
     See you there?!                                                  Ken Vogele 

BLACK HILLS CHAPTER LIBRARY 
     The following books were donated at the April 2011 
chapter meeting:  How to Trace Your Family Tree by 
American Genealogical Research Institute Staff (1973), 
Finding Your Roots, The Official Handbook for Heritage 
Hunters by Jeane Eddy Westin (1977), and Origin & Histo-
ry of the John D. Opp Family by Daniel D. Opp.  While 
some of the information and addresses may not be the most 
recent, there is a lot of good information in these publica-
tions for the beginning genealogist. 
     Located in our library, Free Land by Rose Wilder Lane, 
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Membership Committee Report 
     Most of the excitement at the April Chapter Meeting was 
centered on the presence of 14 guests, possibly the highest 
number of guests at a single meeting since the organizational 
days of this Chapter.   
     What brings guests to meetings?  They come because 
they are invited by members.  They come because we have 
good programming.  They also come to satisfy their interests 
in their heritage. New faces are highly important to the well-
being of any Chapter and of the entire Society.  If we are to 
succeed in preserving our great heritage, adding new mem-
bers on a consistent basis is an absolute necessity.  We are 
most sincere in issuing an invitation to all of our guests not 
only to return for future Meetings but also to become members  
of the Germans from Russia Heritage Society. 
     Who were the guests? Joan Dyrdahl, a former member. 
Otto and Mila Kaul, Sharon and Stacy Ritter and Riney Lind 
were return guests.  Nancy Boldt, Curt Bomesberger, Janet 
Van Houten, Waneta Ragels, Ruth Titus, John and Julie 
Bendler and Paula Honerkamp were first time visitors.                                                                                   
     It was reassuring to receive the membership report from 
Society headquarters listing 93% of our 2010 membership 
renewing for 2011.  We are hoping the families not renewing 
will still do so.  Two new names were added since last report 
bringing our total for the Black Hills Chapter to 76 family mem-
berships or 118 individuals who belong to this group and to 
the Society.  This is an excellent renewal rate. Congratulations 
to all who belong to our outstanding Chapter.  Remember—
invite some more guests to the June meeting. 
                                                   Del Beck, Membership Chairman 

“Show & Tell”—A Future Program 
 

   Years ago, the Black Hills Chapter had a ―Show & Tell‖ pro-
gram where members brought items they owned which had 
come from Russia or from pioneer times.  An example is this 

1833 Czar Nicholas I 
10 kopeck piece from 
a garden in Glückstal, 
South Russia.   
    The Program Com-
mittee would like to 
repeat a ―Show &Tell‖  
program, but in a 
more high tech fash-
ion. For the next two 
or three meetings, 
members will be 

asked what items they may have.  Later, Ken Vogele will 
come to  their homes and photograph the items.  Then, the 
photos will be used to create a PowerPoint presentation which 
will be shown at one of our meetings.  At this time, the owner 
of the piece will be able to tell the story about the piece. Eve-
ryone will be able to easily see the items because they will be 
shown on the screen.  
     Please be thinking of what you may have.  Things might 
include photos taken in Russia, letters from or to Russia, doc-
uments from Russia, diaries, ledgers, clothing and women‘s 
handiwork, tools, kitchen items, handmade things, Bibles and 
other books, trunks, toys and games, etc.       
                                                        Ken Vogele, Newsletter Editor                                                      

Look What’s New! 
Chapter Pull-up Banner! 

     For years, members of the Board of BH Chapter have ad-
mired the three panel fold out, corkboard, wood framed Ger-

man Russian history 
display that is owned by 
the national GRHS in 
Bismarck.  It is trotted 
out at Conventions, and 
many of you have seen 
it there.  Since our 
Chapter sets up a table 
at various Expos, Mt. 
Rushmore, etc., we 
have envied the display 
at the national.  Howev-
er, the display at Bis-
marck is ungainly and is 
a lunker!  At our own 
Convention in Rapid 
City, we saw a pull-up 
banner, and the seed 
was sewn:  We could 
put GR history on such 
a banner and use the 
banner   at our various 
functions to tell the GR 
story and possibly at-
tract new members.  
Recently, an ad hoc 
committee of the Board 
consisting of Del Beck, 
Vera Hoff, Milt Kramer 
and Ken Vogele com-
pleted the project..  It 
packs into a 4‖ x 4‖ x 
38‖ case and thus is 
extremely portable.  We 
will use it whenever we 
set up a booth or a ta-

ble, including at the 2011 Convention and at our Annual Ger-
man Dinner.  You will be able to enjoy the banner at the June 
19 Meeting.                                                                     Ken Vogele 

Map for Pull-up Created by Professional 
     There are two maps on the Chapter Pull-up Banner.  One 
shows the regions in what is now Germany from whence 
most of our ancestors 
came.  This was borrowed 
from the GRHS display.  
The other shows the migra-
tion routes to the Russian 
areas where most of our 
relatives settled.  This latter 
map was kindly produced 
by Thomas Lauder, one of 
the Assistant Graphics Edi-
tors of the Los Angeles 
Times!                Ken Vogele 

BH Chapter Committee Reports 
and Activities 
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Luke Smith 
High School Winner 

Luke Smith just finished his sophomore 
year at Stevens High School.  His favorite 
hobbies include reading, writing, drum-
ming and Kung Fu.  He has also made 
two trips to China, where he enjoyed 

learning about the country's history just as he has the Ger-
mans from Russia.  He has been writing creatively outside of 
school since third grade, and for several years he attended 
the Colorado Young Writer's Conference to get feedback on 
his stories.  Upon moving to South Dakota in 2006, Luke con-
tinued to write whenever he got the chance.  In 2010, he re-
ceived word of the Germans from Russia Heritage Society 
and the GRHS Essay Contest through his German teach-
er.  Upon entering his essay, he was fortunate enough to tie 
for the runner-up award in the high school division.  Since 
then, Luke has worked hard to better his skills as a writ-
er.  After submitting an essay for the 2011 contest, Luke is 
honored to receive the first place award in his division. 

 
Melissa Petersen 

High School Runner-up 
Melissa Petersen has just finished her 
sophomore year at Stevens High School in 
Rapid City. She plays softball and piano 
and is very active in Stevens' band pro-
gram.  She also enjoys kayaking, canoe-
ing, and traveling. Melissa comes from a predominately Ger-
man family with some Danish heritage—one motivation to 
take German class in high school.  She has thoroughly en-
joyed taking these classes so far and plans to continue for the 
next two years. She hopes, one day, to make it to Germany 
and to be able to use the language there. Melissa has enjoyed 
entering this contest the past two years, placing first last year 
and second this year. It's another challenge (and well worth 
it!) with the always busy school year. After high school, Melis-
sa is considering a history or teaching degree. 

 

Isaiah Durand 
Middle School Winner 

 
Isaiah Matthew Durand, age 12, has lived 
the first third of his life in Ohio, the second 
third in South Carolina, and the last in 
Chile, South America, together with his 

family.  His father is a minister of the Gospel and currently 
serves as a missionary in Chile.  Being home-schooled, Isaiah 
enjoys reading, math, composition, history, and economics.  
He also enjoys building Lego creations with his brother and 
sisters, and looking after his two baby sisters.  Isaiah's histori-
cal reading and his grandparents on his mother's side, who 
are descendents from Germany, have contributed to giving 
him an appreciation for his heritage. 
     Isaiah‘s clever winning story has been included in this 
Newsletter beginning at the bottom of the next column. 

Geneva Durand 
Middle School Runner-up 

Geneva Durand, age 14, is the oldest of 
seven children.  She has lived in Ohio and 
South Carolina.  For the last four years 
Geneva has lived in Chile, South America, 
with her missionary family.  History and 
composition are Geneva's favorite subjects in school, but she 
is also learning to cook and play piano.  She enjoys reading 
and playing Legos with her brothers and sisters.  Being of 
German, English, Spanish, and French descent, Geneva val-
ues her heritage and also enjoys writing historical fiction. 
 

The Patient Tumbleweed 
Isaiah Durand’s Story 

     Once upon a time there was a German Tumbleweed who, 
along with some wheat seed, got caught up in a sack and 
thrown onto a wagon heading to the Russian area of Volga, 
which is located north of the Caspian Sea.  The Tumbleweed, 
who was naturally as curious as a detective, asked one wheat 
kernel where they were going and why, and stated that he 
liked Germany well enough. 
     "First of all," stated the kernel, "there were the religious 
wars. Us poor wheat got trampled under foot until we could 
stand no more of it!"  And with that he began to march and act 
more like a Colonel than a kernel.  "Then there was the eco-
nomic hardship and all the political strife.  I'm happy enough to 
get out of there no matter where we're going!" he barked. 
     "Moreover," put in another kernel, "the Czarina Catherine 
of Russia, who is in fact actually a German Princess, has 
made many magnificent promises such as no taxes, no need 
to learn Russian and, best of all, no military service forever!  
Grand enough to convince us at least, and that's for sure!" 
     Finally, after "almost forever" according to one kernel, they 
arrived at Russia, where all the kernels of wheat were tumbled 
out.  Nevertheless our hero, the Tumbleweed, who was frus-
trated that all the others were tumbling but he was not, got 
caught up in the bag and had to patiently wait until the bag 
was shook out or refilled with wheat.  After what to the Tum-
bleweed seemed "at least forever" some new wheat was 
poured in and they were thrown onto a train heading for the 
coast. 
     "Why are we moving this time?" inquired the Tumbleweed. 
     Explaining that they had come over in different waves of 
immigration, a wheat kernel named Prince clarified, "Some of 
us came over in the 1804 Black Sea immigration and some in 
the 1812 Bessarabian immigration, but even in Russia there 
were wars.  Us in the Bessarabian immigration were just in 
time to catch the nasty Napoleonic War where we got tram-
pled all over again.  And now that pesky Alexander II did 
something formally called the Russification which…" 
     "Out with it, Prince!" cried another. "We don't care about 
formal terms and the like.  Keep it simple for us common 
wheat.  The facts, Prince, the facts!" 
     "Well ok, I was getting on to that. Basically this Czar did 
just the opposite of all the promises, and many of us are de-
termined to leave Russia rather than lose    (see next page)

Black Hills Chapter 
Youth Essay Contest Winners 
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 (continued from page 5)   our liberties.  We're heading for the 
Americas, where we will hopefully stay a little longer then one 
hundred ten years." 
     "One hundred ten years!" cried the Tumbleweed.  "You 
were in Russia long enough."  The conversation dropped as 
each seed reflected on what fresh adventures might await 
them in the new country. 
     After an enormously exiting sea voyage of several weeks, 
the Tumbleweed and his companions arrived at New York.  
From there they again traveled by train, this time to South 
Dakota.  When, after a few days the wheat got dumped out, 
the Tumbleweed also managed to escape the bag and, once 
planted, grew into a big, strong bush. This bush, as soon as 
the wind came, blew away and planted its seeds in all the re-
gions it passed through.  So like the patient Tumbleweed, the 
Germans from Russia, along with their ideas of freedom and 
love of liberty, became planted and established everywhere 
they went. 
Moral - Be patient, tumble along, and you will accomplish 

great things. 
Interesting Notes:   
     The double emigration of the Germans from Russia, first 
from Germany to Russia either in 1762, 1804, or 1812, and 
then second from Russia to the Americas in 1872, is part of 
what is called the Diaspora.  Interestingly, the tumbleweed 
seed is known as a diaspore because of the dispersal of its 
spores (seeds).   
     Are there Germans still inhabiting Russia?  Yes, there are 
over one million Germans still in Russia and Kazakhstan.  
Also there are at least 25 million German speakers in North 
America who are direct German descendants and over one 
million German speakers in South America.  It is hard to esti-
mate how many of these are Germans from Russia but it is 
clear that Germans all over the globe esteem their identity 
and traditions.  It is important to treasure and remember your 
true background.                                                 Isaiah Durand 

And Now—The Rest of the Story 
     The choice of the tumbleweed as Isaiah Durand‘s hero 
was a clever and perceptive one.  It was so good, in fact, that 
I was curious as to why he had chosen it.  So I called Isaiah in 
Chile and asked him.  He told me that his mom gave him the 
idea after watching a video which suggested that tumble-
weeds came to America from Germany. 
     In actuality, and more importantly from the standpoint of 
Isaiah‘s story, it was German Russians who brought the tum-
bleweed to America.   
     ―Archaeologists have found carbonized seeds of the weed 
in excavations of some of the world's oldest agricultural sites 
in southern Eurasia.‖  Thus, it must have been known in Ger-
many thousands of years ago, and, at least theoretically, tum-
bleweed seeds could have traveled from the German states 
to the Volga or Black Sea areas with the German diaspora.   
     Despite the fact that the tumbleweed is native to all of Eu-
rope and Asia, including Germany, the German word for tum-
bleweed is Steppenläufer which translates roughly as ―runner 
that dwells on the Steppe.‖  
     Isaiah mentioned the term ―diaspore.‖  A diaspore is the 
seed and any other part of a plant that assists in seed disper-
sal.  The tumbleweed has ―a specialized layer of cells in the 

stem that holds the weed to its roots and also enables the 
(entire above ground portion of the plant) to break smoothly 
away.‖  This roughly spherical above ground portion holds, on 

average, 250,000 seeds and, 
when detached from its roots, is 
free to tumble when pushed by 
even a modest wind.  Thus, in the 
case of the tumbleweed, every-
thing above the roots is the dia-
spore. 
     Tumbleweeds need open spac-
es through which to bounce 
around and spread seeds.  They 
do poorly where there are compet-
ing plants, fences and forests be-
cause they get hung up.  There 
the seeds remain attached and die 
in the course of a few months.  
Given that Germany has little open 
space, it is likely that tumbleweeds 
were not very troublesome there.  

But certainly, the Germans  were aware that on the open land 
of  the Russian Steppe, tumbleweeds were a scourge.  Thus, 
the name Steppenläuter. 
     As long as the ―Great American Desert‖ of the central U.S. 
remained undisturbed, tumbleweeds could not have easily 
become established there.  Once broken for farming, howev-
er, the Great Plains region was unparalleded tumbleweed 
habitat. 
     ―In 1881 U.S. Secretary of Agriculture James M. Rusk re-
ported that a troublesome, new weed was spreading across 
farms on the northern Great Plains...In a letter to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Norm S. French, a farmer from ND, 
wrote, ‗Intelligent Russians have told me that the weed grows 
abundantly in southern Russia, in the vicinity of Odessa, 
where it is known locally as Tartar [sic] thistle, and it is sup-
posed to have been brought to America by Russians in some 
manner not known.‘‖   
     The Secretary of Agriculture dispatched assistant botanist 
Lyster H. Dewey to investigate. ―Through interviews with farm-
ers and inspections of thistle fields, Dewey showed that the 
weed was first introduced in about 1877 on a (German Rus-
sian) farm in Bon Homme County, SD.  Thistle seeds were 
apparently mixed in flax seed from Europe.‖ 
     ―The tumbleweed invasion carried an ugly undertone:  
many believed that Russian Mennonites had deliberately in-
troduced the weed.  Most of the frontier people discriminated 
against the Mennonite religion and social customs.  The intro-
duction of the weed was supposedly a retaliation for the deri-
sion.  But Dewey found no evidence to substantiate anything 
but accidental contamination.‖ 
     In the U.S., the tumbleweed became known as the Rus-
sian thistle.  ―According to Dewey, the farming practices of the 
pioneers gave the plant the opportunity to establish itself.‖  By 
1900, tumbleweeds had spread throughout the Great Plains 
and as far west as California.  (See James A. Young, Scien-
tific American, March 1991, pages 82-87.) 

Now You Know—The Rest of the Story! 
Ken Vogele—Good Day! 

Black Hills Chapter 
Youth Essay Contest Winners 
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Joseph Engelhardt 
Rapid City Journal, May 4, 2011 

RAPID CITY—Joseph John Engelhardt, 82, Rapid City, died 
Monday, May 2, 2011, at Rapid City Regional Auxiliary Hos-
pice House after a brief illness. 
     He was born May 23, 1928, to Lorenz and Catherine 
(Glatt) Engelhardt at their farm 
west of Venturia, N.D. He at-
tended rural grade school near 
his home and attended his 
freshman year at Zeeland, 
then moved with his parents to 
Aberdeen, S.D., and graduat-
ed from Aberdeen Central 
High School in 1947. He also 
attended Gale Institute in Min-
neapolis, learning railroad tel- 
egraph and railroad account-
ing. 
     He married Ida Schatz on 
Aug. 30, 1948, at St. Andrew's 
Catholic Church in Zeeland. 
He started to work for the Chi-
cago and Northwestern Rail-
road as agent telegrapher in 1948 and worked as a Depot 
Agent for over 10 years in Eastern South Dakota, Western 
Minnesota and Iowa. When jobs were getting scarce at the 
railroad, he went to school in Des Moines, Iowa, to learn IBM 
Accounting and control panel wiring for one semester. With 
this training, he was able to get a job in the State Auditor's 
office in Pierre, and moved  his family there.  After  two  years 
he  transferred  to  the  State Welfare Department. 
     Joe and  Ida  purchased  the Zesto Shop in Pierre in 1962.  
Joe worked there evenings and weekends and built a good 
business. A few years later he quit working for the State and 
purchased a fast-food restaurant in Fort Pierre and named it 
Joe's Drive-In. They ran both businesses for several years. 
They sold the Zesto Shop so they could spend all their time at 
the Drive-In. They sold the Drive-In in the fall of 1973, and 
moved to Rapid City and purchased the Avanti Motel in 
1974. They operated the motel until they sold it in June of 
1978. The following year they started J & I Vending and Ca-
tering Company. They had the vending machines and catered 
at  SCI  for  13 years.  They  sold that  business  and retired in  
1988.  
     Joe and Ida enjoyed traveling and bus tours for the next 12 
years. They always enjoyed visiting their children and grand-
children. Joe was a member of St. Therese Catholic Church 
and the Third and Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus. 
     He is survived by his wife, Ida; three sons, Carroll (Carol 
Ann) of Sioux Falls, Joseph (Kristine) of Rapid City, and Mi-
chael (Charlotte) of Apple Valley, Minn.; six daughters, 
Yvonne (Steve Kane) Girard of Marshall, Minn., Cabrini (Al) 
Arendt of Pierre, Corinne (Mark) Welters of Oregon City, Ore., 
Diane (David) Tyson of Aurora, Colo., and Renee (Keith) 
Koletzky and Lynda (David) Pfeifle, both of Sioux Falls; 16 
grandchildren; two step grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; three  step  great-grandchildren;  and  a  sister, 
Catherine Seiler, Aberdeen. 

     Joe was  preceded in death  by his parents, seven brothers 
and a sister.  
     Mass of Christian  Burial will be  offered at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, May 5, at St. Therese Catholic Church  with  the Rever-
end Bill Zandri presiding.  

 

Frances Bertsch 
Rapid City Journal, April 9, 2011  

PIEDMONT - Frances M. Bertsch, 83, Piedmont, passed 
away Wednesday, April 6, 2011, at Rapid City Regional Hos-
pital with her family by her side.  
     She was born Nov. 5, 1927, on a farm near Parkston, to 
Reinhold G. and Martha O. (Fuerst) Leischner. Frances lived 
on the farm with  her parents until marrying  Ruben Bertsch on 
Sept. 1, 1946. 
     Frances enjoyed working in 
her garden, canning and cook-
ing the fruits of her labor. She 
loved rock hunting, fishing and 
hiking, especially with "her 
man". She was very active in 
area churches and the Pied-
mont Senior Citizen's Center. 
     Frances   loved   her family 
and   friends  and   time  spent 
with them  was  very special. 
     The family would like to 
especially thank the staff at 
Bella Vista Nursing Home for 
their special care and attention 
to their mother during her stay. 
     She is survived by four daughters, Veronica Swanson and 
her husband, Rick, Mosinee, Wis., Dianna Bertsch, Rapid 
City, Brenda Bertsch, Olympia, Wash., and Tena Schauer and 
her husband, Allan, Rapid City; two sons, Steven Bertsch and 
his wife, Julie, Piedmont, and Wayne Bertsch and his wife, 
Patricia, Rapid City; 11 grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren;  and a  sister, Sharon Leischner, Phoenix. 
     She was  preceded in death by her husband, Ruben, in 
2005; two sisters; a brother; and her parents. 
     Services will be at 2 p.m. today at Edstrom and Rooks Fu-
neral Service at Serenity Springs Chapel of Tranquility, with 
Pastor Ron McLaughlin officiating.   Interment will be at  Black 
Hills National Cemetery. 
 

Luke Smith at Brandenburg Gate 
High School Youth Essay Contest winner, Luke Smith,  is 

seen visiting Branden-
burg Gate in Berlin, 
Germany.  The Gate  
was built in 1790 as a 
symbol of peace and 
is the only remaining 
gate from that period.  
It is the monumental 
entry to the famous 
street,  Unter den Lin-
den (under the linden 

In Remembrance 

tree). 
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“Food /N Customs: 
Recipes of the Black Sea  

Germans”  

 

 A cookbook of German-Russian 
recipes and customs is available 
for purchase at our meetings. 
See our chapter treasurer, Hilda 
Sieler, or call her at  342-1030.        
Only $16.00  

Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application  

  

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
  
  

  

Date _______________ New _______ Renewal ________  

  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 
  

  

  

Maiden Name ______________________________________________ 
  

  

  

  

  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City ________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ___________________ 

  

Phone # ____________________________  E-mail Address __________________________________ 

  

Chapter Preference: ________________Black Hills GRHS Chapter______________________ 
  

Ancestral Names & Villages ____________________________________________________________  
  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

Attached is my remittance of $__________. Membership fees are due annually on January 1. Life 

membership fees may be paid in annual installments of not less than $130.00. 

Annual Dues:  Membership  $50 

Life (minimum of $130 per year)  $650    
  

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter _____by E-mail or _____by US Mail  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications to Rachel Schmidt, GRHS Library & 

Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

I would like to volunteer: 
  

Membership_______________ 

Publicity__________________ 

Hospitality________________ 

Genealogy_________________ 

Newsletter_________________ 

Photographer______________ 

Program__________________ 

Scrapbook_________________ 

Youth Program_____________ 

Refreshment_______________ 

Fund Raising_______________ 

Birth Date (optional):_________________ 
  

Anniversary Date (optional):_____________ 

GRHS Application 


