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Refreshment Committee 
Will serve coffee and goodies. 

Members whose names begin with  
A through K please bring food. 

CONVENTIONS 
GRHS 18-22 July, Bismarck, ND 

AHSGR 14-17 June, Portland, OR 

JUNE 24, 2012 MEETING PROGRAM 
Faith Lutheran Church, 17 Indiana St., Rapid City, SD 

Our Black Hills Chapter had seven 
Youth Essay Contest entries overall in the 
middle school and high school divisions.  
Chapter entries are judged for Chapter 
awards and then are sent in to be judged 
with all the other entries in the International 
GRHS Essay Contest.  The Chapter winner 
in the middle school division is Josiah Du-
rand.  He was our only entry in that category 
and placed third in the GRHS contest.  In 
the high school division, Luke Smith placed 
first in our Chapter Contest and in the 
GRHS Contest.  Isaiah Durand took runner-
up honors.  This is the second consecutive 
year that Luke has come in first in the Chap-
ter Contest.  Luke is a junior at Stevens High 
School in Rapid City and has studied under 
Elke Kuegle who teaches German and biol-
ogy at Stevens.  Isaiah and Josiah are sib-
lings and are being home-schooled in Mis-
souri and Chile. Once again we did not have 
any chapter entries in the undergraduate 
division this year.  Photos, biographical 
sketches and essays of these winning stu-

dents appear elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Trophies and prizes will be presented to 

the winners and Luke Smith will read his 
essay at our June 24

th
 Chapter meeting.  

We thank the parents and teachers who 
support these students.  We also thank all 
the BH Chapter members who made 
presentations at schools or who otherwise 
encouraged students to enter our contest. 

The Youth Committee and the Board of 
Directors have decided to limit participation 
in next year’s essay contest by this state-
ment:  Black Hills Chapter’s Essay Contest 
is open to all South Dakota resident stu-
dents and to students from anywhere who 
are directly related to members of our Chap-
ter.  We hope this will make the chapter es-
say contest more attractive to students relat-
ed to our chapter members and to other lo-
cal students.  It also is fairer to members of 
our chapter. We hope it motivates us to 
work even harder to convince students to 
enter our contest next season.  (See pages 
4 & 5 for more on Youth Essays)       Bill Bosch 

And the Winners Are….!!! 
Youth Essay Contest Awards and Reading 

At our June 24 chapter meeting we will present awards to our Chapter 
Essay Contest winners.  Luke Smith from Stevens High School in Rapid 
City was the first place winner in both the Chapter and GRHS Contests 
in the high school division.  Luke will be with us to read his essay so 
come and help us celebrate his achievement. 

2012 Black Hills Chapter Youth Essay Contest I Am Not Luke 
Smith!  Who Am I 

and Why Is My  
Picture Here? 

     I am Catherine the 
Great,    Empress     of     all  
Russias, etcetera and so 
forth.  December 2012 is 
the 250th Anniversary of 
my Manifesto inviting Chris-
tian foreigners (no Jews, 
please) to settle my lower 
Volga steppes. 

Youth Essay Contest 
Josiah Durand’s Essay 
President’s Message 
GRHS Membership Drive 
Membership Committee Re-
port 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
GRHS Board Meeting Report 
42nd Annual GRHS Conven-
tion 
Story:  “EIH, EIH, EIH!” 
Dorothy Fitzner Obituary 
The Schwartze Post 

1,4,5 
4,5 

2 
2 
3 
 

3 
3 
 

6 
6 
7 
7 

 



2  
Black Hills GRHS  
Newsletter–June 2012 

BHGRHS 
News 

 
Anyone who is 

interested in the work 
of the Germans from 

Russia Heritage 
Society is welcome to 

attend our Chapter 
meetings.  

Chapter Officers 
  

President: Milt Kramer 
(605)-343-0654 

mkramer@rap.midco.net  

Vice President: Del Beck 
(605)-718-2603 

beckshaus@rushmore.com 
  

Secretary: Ken Vogele 
(605) 348-4518 

  

ken@vogelefamily.info 
  

Treasurer: Dave Feist 
(605) 348-4013 

davefeist48@yahoo.com 

Board Members: 
Bill Bosch 

(605) 641-9301 
wbosch@spe.midco.net 

Millie Halsey 
(605) 722-3393 

mjeanethal@gmail.com 
Larry Schmoll 
(605)-393-7559 

llschmoll@msn.com 
  

Dick Hoff 
(605) 718-4116 

verahoff@rushmore.com  
Deb Roberts 

(605) 716-1591 

prmegasprop@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Ken Vogele 

1605 Palo Verde Drive 

Rapid City SD 57701-4461 

Web Frau 

 Vera Hoff 

Chapter Website: 

http://members.rushmore 
.com/~bhgrhs 

President’s Message 

Dear Black Hills Chapter members,  
    There are some things that I would 
like to encourage everyone to serious-
ly think about.  One is GRHS new 
memberships.  As I have said before, 
the 2012 New Membership Campaign 
is currently being staged.  Please re-
ally think about getting someone to 
join.  Please do this for the good of 
GRHS (it will make us a stronger soci-
ety) as well as a little for yourself.
(Remember! $150 could be yours if 
you sign up the most new members!).  
I believe that our Black Hills Chapter 
will win the prize of $250 for the chap-
ter which signs up the highest per-
centage of new members because we 
are the best.   
     Our annual convention is in July, 
beginning July 18

th
.  You should have 

received your registration package by 
now.  Get your hotel reservation early 
and send in your registration for the 
42

nd
 annual convention soon.   

     The future of GRHS is now being 

discussed by the GRHS Board of Di-
rectors.  The board is going to pro-
pose to the membership at the con-
vention a proposal for the future of 
GRHS.  It concerns initiating a major 
fundraiser to build up the GRHS En-
dowment Fund so that it will help per-
petuate GRHS.  This proposal will be 
presented and voted on at the con-
vention.  Please think about the GRHS 
Endowment Fund as a place that you 
would want to help financially.   
   Please plan to attend the June 
chapter meeting.  We will listen to 
some Youth Essay contestant’s win-
ning essays and we will have installa-
tion of the current Board for our chap-
ter.   
     Many times I am reminded by 
GRHS members outside of our chap-
ter what a good chapter we have.  We 
set the standard among the Society 
for local chapters and we will continue 
to do so.  I am very proud of the Black 
Hills Chapter!                 Sincerely, Milt 

 
ANNOUNCING! 

2012 New GRHS Membership 
Campaign 

Yes, we need to increase our membership!  With your help we can do 
this!  We are not, this year, setting any new member goals; we just 
want to enroll as many new members as we can.  Fellow members, we 
are asking that each one of you try to enroll at least one new member 
during this campaign.  It is self-explanatory what this would do for our 
membership!  For those members and chapters who want to work a 
little harder, we have additional incentives for you.   
$150 Awarded to the individual who enrolls the most members.   
$250  Awarded to the chapter that enrolls the most new members.  
This will be based on a percentage of new members enrolled relative 
to total members of the chapter. 
 
Campaign to begin:  Upon receipt of this announcement 
Campaign to end:  December 1, 2012 
 

Remember: There is strength in numbers! 
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BH Chapter Committee  

Reports and News 

Calendar of Events 
Chapter Membership Meeting 24 June 2012 
42nd Annual GRHS Convention 18-22 July 

Bismarck, ND 
43rd Annual AHSGR Convention 14-17 June 

Portland, OR 
Chapter Picnic Saturday 18 August 2012 
Chapter Board Meeting 8 September 2012 

Chapter Membership Meeting 21 October 2012 
Chapter Board Meeting 3 November 2012 

  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
     Thanks to a successful renewal of memberships 
for 2012 we now have 70 family memberships, a 
number which translates into 107 individual mem-
bers in our chapter.  We did see more nonrenewals 
this year than in previous years.  However, we did 
gain some new members which has helped keep 
our membership strong. 
     NEW MEMBERS:  Let's put some serious em-
phasis on that issue.  We can find many more indi-
viduals in our community and surrounding area who 
have not heard of the Germans from Russia Herit-
age Society nor do some folks realize they actually 
are GRs.  As we meet new people or visit with 
those we already know, be sure to sneak in the fact 
that you are a GR and that we have a great organi-
zation which is working hard to preserve an awe-
some heritage.  We have highly informative meet-
ings, interesting activities, a fine library and assis-
tance to those who wish to pursue research and 
genealogy.  Let's bring in some new faces.  Del Beck 

 

Mary Wilson 
Steve Eberle   
John Hovland       
Larry Schmoll   
Sharon Beck  
Peggy Bosch 
Inez Kramer  
Richard Hoff 
Ralph Fitzner  
Erwin Reiman 
Christal Krein  

Richard Hexem 
Linda Imberi  
Vera Hoff 
Joan Reiman  
Bernadette Lambert 
Arletta Schuh  
Sandra Dahl 
Deb Eberle  
Milt Kramer  
Darlayne Buchli    
Chris Mayer       

6/28 
7/04 
7/06 
7/08 
7/09 
7/09 
7/10 
7/15 
7/17 
7/26 
8/04 

8/07 
8/07 
8/25 
8/29 
9/03 
9/07 
9/10 
9/15 
9/22 
9/25 
9/25  

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS  

JUNE, JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Larry & Lisa Schmoll   
Bob & Kathy Schneider 
Matt & Sandra Dahl   
Del & Sharon Beck 
John & Connie Benson  
Milt & Valya Kramer 
Roger & Joyce Opp  
Dominic & Cindy Horning 
Gary & Christal Krein   
Myron & Darlayne Buchli 
Ken & Cathy Vogele   
Alex & Lynda Imberi 
Richard & Jodi Hauck               
John & Marilyn Hovland 

6/03 
6/05 
6/07 
6/10 
6/13 
6/24 
6/26 
6/30 
7/15 
8/12 
8/19 
9/05 
9/06 
9/24           

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s New  
Sunshine Gal 

Call 716-6156 or email: cjhexem@rushmore.com 
with your info or if you know of an illness or special 
occasion. 

Thanks to Meta Brady for the Many Years 
She Served as Sunshine Gal 

GRHS Board Meeting 28 April 2012 
     GRHS Endowment money is in two pots:  GRHS 
has just under $300,000 and the Heritage Founda-
tion for Germans from Russia (HFGR)  has just 
over $100,000.  The principal from these monies 
cannot be spent.  Given current low interest rates, 
these monies do not generate much cash for the 
operations of GRHS. 
     Last year GRHS had a negative cash flow:  
Each member cost GRHS $3.73 more than the $50 
membership fee.  At the previous Board meeting, it 
had been voted to ask the members attending the 
Annual Meeting at the 2012 Convention to vote to 
increase membership fee to $60.  The Board re-
scinded a fee increase in favor of: 
     At the Annual Business Meeting, attendees will 
hear a presentation on fundraising and then will 
vote on whether or not to have a fund drive. 
     A fund drive would require possibly $50,000, 
roughly half from GRHS and half from HFGR. 
     At the Annual Meeting, assuming attendees fa-
vor a fund drive, they will be asked whether they will 
allow roughly $25,000 of the GRHS endowment to 
be spent for that purpose. 
     The old GRHS Newsletter has been revived and 
will be published biannually.  It will contain commit-
tee reports, obits, and less scholarly material. 
     Milt Kramer, Ken Vogele, Dave Feist attended. 

mailto:cjhexem@rushmore.com
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4  Youth Essay Winners 

Luke Smith Isaiah Durand Josiah Durand 

Luke Smith just finished his junior year at Stevens High School.  His favorite hobbies include reading, 
writing, drumming and Kung Fu.  He has also made two trips to China, where he enjoyed learning about 
the country's history just as he has the Germans from Russia.  He has been writing creatively outside of 
school since third grade, and for several years he attended the Colorado Young Writer's Conference to 
get feedback on his stories.  Upon moving to South Dakota in 2006, Luke continued to write whenever he 
got the chance.  In 2010, he learned about the  Germans from Russia Heritage Society and the GRHS 
Essay Contest through his German teacher.  In 2010 Luke tied for the runner-up award, in 2011 he won 
first place and in 2012 he again placed first in our chapter contest.  This year he also took first place in 
the GRHS contest.   

Isaiah Matthew Durand, age 13, has lived the first third of his life in Ohio, the second third in South Car-
olina, and the last in Chile, South America, together with his family.  His father is a minister of the Gospel 
and currently serves as a missionary in Chile.  Being home-schooled, Isaiah enjoys reading, math, com-
position, history, and economics.  He also enjoys building Lego creations with his brother and sisters, and 
looking after his two baby sisters.  Isaiah's historical reading and his grandparents on his mother's side, 
who are descendants from Germany, have contributed to giving him an appreciation for his heritage. 

Josiah Paul Durand, age 11, lives in Chile and is the third oldest child in his large home school mission-
ary family.  Ever since he was three years old when his Dad read a book to him about George Washing-
ton, Josiah has had a love for history and his heritage.  He also has a great interest in the ocean and in 
farming, especially with animals.  Josiah and his friends enjoy jumping on the trampoline and playing with 
Legos and nerf guns.  Last January Josiah and his father were able to spend two weeks in Brazil where 
he learned a little Portuguese! 

Josiah Durand’s Story 

“SUCCESS” 

A 
rcheologists have recently discovered a small document, and on close examination saw 

that it was written by a cat's claw!  Decoding the scratches with a powerful microscope, sci-

entists deciphered the true story of Catherine the Great, Tsarina of Russia from 1762 until 

1796, as told by her cat, Alex.  Afterwards they found that this Alex claimed to be the key to 

her success.  In his autobiography he wrote thus:                            (Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 
"I, Alex, a Prussian cat, was given to the German 
Princess Sophia August Frederika, as a present for 
her 14th birthday.  "Feke," I said one day, calling 
the Princess by her pet name, "I am an ambitious 
cat and I'm tired of the tiny area of Anhalt-Zerbst.  
My grandfather on my mother's side, who helped 
the Tsar Peter achieve the title of ‘Great,’ was an 
important cat in the courts of Russia.  My cousins, 
who are in favor in the court, could suggest to the 
current ruler, Empress Elizabeth, a match with Pe-
ter III and . . . there will be Russian Tea Cakes!  
Doesn't that sound purrr-fect?"  Because Sophia 
was quite dull by nature and easily swayed, she 
thought it a great idea. 
     "Late in 1743 we, along with Feke's mother, 
were summoned by Elizabeth to Russia.  Being so 
anxious, I didn't even notice General Winter pass 
although Feke's mother complained bitterly about 
the cold and snow.  Cleverly I offered her my fur 
coat, but she did not understand me.  Feke was ex-
cited, too, and loved Russia despite the cold.  She 
and I immediately began to study the Russian lan-
guage and religion.  When Sophia joined the Rus-
sian Church, she chose a new name.  I suggested 
that she be named for me, the cat, Alex, so she de-
cided on the name Catherine Alexievna. 
     "Catherine Alexievna married (of course she did; 
it was my idea) in 1745.  Until 1762 all went well but 
then I discovered a shocking, hair-raising secret.  
Peter detested cats!  WHAT!  How could he rule 
without the help of cats?  Hissing madly, I told Cath-
erine we must depose Peter and why.  However, 
Feke misunderstood me and the generals disposed 
of him.  ‘Really,’ I explained, ‘That was not very hu-
mane.’  ‘Now what?  Am I the ruler?’ asked Feke.  
‘Well of course,’ I exclaimed, ‘Now we should meet 
the senate!’  When we met the senate there came 
another shock; the country was in a horrible finan-
cial and social situation and was in debt 17 million 
rubles (which is their type of money).  When we met 
the senate I told Feke to ask how many towns there 
were.  They did not know!  Although I was sur-
prised, I asked Feke to tell them to look at a map.  
However, nobody in the senate had a map.  Cathe-
rine gave 5 rubles to a servant, who bought a map 
and we counted the towns.  ‘I would have to have 
nine lives and you would have to live as long as 
Methuselah,’ I remarked to Feke, ‘to accomplish an-
ything in Russia.’ 

     "Putting our heads together, Feke and I made 
several improvements to the whole economy.  We 
mainly focused on farmland and modernized many 
techniques.  I also convinced her to not only invite 
foreigners (especially Germans) but to give them 
special privileges, which we decided were sup-
posed to last them and their descendants forever.  
‘What privileges?’ she had asked, ‘We can't all be 
aristocats!’  Ignoring the pun, I had meowed, 
‘Primarily, religious freedom, having their own local 
government, no taxes, and that their children would 
not be forced to enter military service.’  This was a 
great success!  Thousands of Germans migrated to 
Russia, improving the whole economy and strength-
ening the country. 
     "Moreover, I suggested that we should improve 
life for the serfs.  Feke wholeheartedly agreed: 
‘Because our northern ports are frozen half the 
year, we should open up a port at the Black Sea so 
that they can surf all year round.  They need warm-
er water in case they fall off their boards.’  Then I 
had to explain that I was not talking about surf 
boarders but the serfs, the peasants.  " 
‘Presents!  But that is the present!  We'll get them a 
port at the Black Sea!’  I don't think she understood 
though I did agree to attack the Turks to get a port 
at the Black Sea. 
     "A few years later I thought of giving Catharine 
some advice since I knew I would eventually die 
and exclaimed, ‘Feke, to live long and be success-
ful I believe you must laugh whenever you have the 
occasion,’ and she laughed!" 
     Of course, as history has revealed, the privileges 
for foreigners were sadly taken away by Alexander 
II and several immigrations took place as the Ger-
mans from Russia moved to the Americas.  So 
ends the amazing autobiography of the cat, Alex, 
the real success behind Russia's famous leader, 
Catherine the Great. 

42nd Annual 
GRHS Interna-

tional  
Convention, 

Bismarck, ND 
18-22 July, 2012 

 

History, Culture, Family               
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Support GRHS by Having Fun— 

Attend the 2012 GRHS Convention 

42nd Annual GRHS International  
Convention, Bismarck, ND 18-22 July, 2012 

     This year, the Germans from Russia Heritage Society 
will hold its Annual Convention in Bismarck at the Best 
Western Ramkota Hotel.  GRHS needs your support, and 
attending the Convention is one of the best ways you can 
help.  You should already have received your registration 
information in the mail.  If you have misplaced it, you can 
find registration information on the GRHS website, 
www.grhs.org.  A block of rooms at $89 per day has been 
set aside for the Convention.  Sign up soon to be sure you 
get the Convention rate.    Conventions held in Bismarck 
are always less expensive than Conventions held else-
where.    Save even more by sharing a room with a friend.  
This year there will be activities at the Convention for chil-
dren, and there are plenty of things to do in the Bismarck 
area for those people who come along and do not wish to 
attend all Convention activities.  
     The program for the Convention has been completed 
and looks to be exceptional with something for everyone 
from the beginner to the seasoned attendee.   
     Professor Ute Schmidt from Berlin will be the keynote 
speaker.  She is a world expert on Bessarabia. In addition 
to her keynote address, she will give two presentations on 
the German Russians from Bessarabia, one dealing with 
their history and the other with their culture.  Professor 
Schmidt has written the definitive book titled, Bessarabia:  
German Colonists on the Black Sea, which will is available 
from the GRHS Bookstore. 
     For beginners, the program schedule includes “GRHS-
101”  and a tutorial on how to use GRHS’s web browser 
Sphider.  Even more important for neophytes, though, are 
the  veteran  GRHS  members  who  will  be  attending and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
who are always willing to share information.   
     Researchers will find Tom Stangl’s presentation on early 
passports, Peter Goldade’s talk on acquiring KGB repres-
sion records and Homer Rudolf’s  discussion of General 
Land Office field survey notes very interesting. 

     For the history buff, there are presentations on collectivi-
zation in the Soviet Union, the “hunger famine” in Ukraine, 
migration of GRs to South America, , ND country schools, 
to just scratch the surface.  Some history presentations will 
contain a wealth of family information.  For those from the 
Volga Colonies, there are four Volga related talks. 
                                                                                                       Ken Vogele 

 
EIH, EIH, EIH!   

     Whenever German-Russian fathers and mothers 
hear their children say something they shouldn’t 
say, or use a word that ought not be used, they cry 
out, “Eih! Eih!” This sounds like, “I, I,” but that is not 
what “Eih” means...And when the children really do 
something unlawful or bad, that is, something mor-
ally, ethically or spiritually wrong, the parents shout, 
in unison, “Eih!-Eih!-Eih! Eih! Eih!” The worse the 
situation is the more “Eih’s” are used (sometimes 
as many as 39), and the louder they are screamed 
and repeated. 
     Notice the rhythm! That’s the real indication of 
the seriousness of the situation. To be effective, a 
papa and mama must learn how to syncopate the 
repetition.  It isn’t an easy thing to learn!  They must 
learn it from their parents, and children must learn it 
from their elders.  Otherwise the art is lost! Eih! Eih! 
     No one really seems to know what the word 
“Eih!” means for sure. The great-great-great-
ancestors in Russia reported that the word might 
mean “Ach,” or “Nonsense,” or “Why?”  But none of 
these words can possibly contain all of the meaning 
of this emotional, spontaneous, heart-rending and 
soul-piercing sound! 
     And because no one knows exactly what the 
word “Eih!” means (neither the speaker nor the 
hearer), and no one can adequately explain the 
thought behind the word, the real meaning must 
therefore be conveyed by the proper, religious 
rhythm, the pitch of the voice, by bodily gestures, 
and by the total expression on the face of the one 
who is repeating all those “Eih!”  It is this total and 
complete output of the heart and soul that makes 
the expressions (few or many) so effective, so im-
perative, so shameful, so demeaning so destruc-
tive, so corrective… 
.  No German-Russia child or youth ever wants to 
be “Eih!”ed at more than once a day.  If that often! 
From Let’s Talk German-Russian with Ernschtina un 
Hanswurscht by Prof. Arnold H. Marzolf with permission from 
GRHS. 
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In Memorium 

Dorothy Fitzner 1928-2012 
     Dorothy Arlene Richardson Fitzner was born 30 
October 1928 on the family farm near Guide Rock, 
NE in SE Nebraska. Her father, George Richard-
son, was English on his father’s side, and her moth-
er, Lucy Barnason, was Icelandish on her father’s 
side.  Times were hard on the place in Guide Rock 
so Dorothy’s family moved to a farm near Orafino, 
NE shortly after she was born.  Dorothy went 
through the seventh grade in Orafino.  The family 
next moved to a little acreage at the edge of Boul-
der, CO in 1941.  There her 
father worked in a feed 
store and did a little farming.   
     Dorothy and Ralph Fitz-
ner met momentarily in 
1944 while he was on leave 
from the Army prior to his 
being shipped off to Europe 
during WWII.  This meeting 
occurred while he was pass-
ing through Boulder en 
route from Ft. Bliss, TX to 
his home in Buffalo Gap, 
SD.   While in Boulder, Ralph stayed overnight with 
his brother, Harold, who happened to be married to 
Dorothy’s sister, Betty.  Dorothy was 15 and Ralph 
had not yet turned 18. 
     Dorothy graduated from Boulder High School in 
1946.  She then took a few courses at the Universi-
ty of Colorado in Boulder and worked at Alba Dairy, 
and ice cream shop. After the war, Ralph moved to 
Rapid City, SD.  Dorothy and Ralph started dating 
and writing each other sporadically in 1948.  Every 
few months, Ralph would visit Boulder so he could 
see Dorothy.  Jobs were hard to find and Ralph did 
not have a steady occupation so he and Dorothy 
didn’t get married until he was hired at the South 
Dakota Cement Plant in 1951.  After he got his first 
paycheck, Dorothy and he were married at the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church in Boulder on 
July 22, 1951.  Dorothy’s father gave the couple 
$150, saying, “When you get married, you get three 
dust pans and no broom or three brooms and no 
dustpan, so this will help fill you in!” 
     Dorothy and Ralph lived in Piedmont for about a 
year and then bought land on Twilight Drive in the 
Rapid Valley section of Rapid City where they built 
a basement home covered by a temporary roof 

which they moved into in about 1952.  They finally 
completed their home in 1960.  During this time 
they had four children:  Howard (5 April 1953) was 
born at Methodist Hospital and Karen (11 April 
1955), Marvin (23 May 1957) and Jamie (13 No-
vember 1960) were born at Bennett Clarkson Me-
morial Hospital. 
     Dorothy enjoyed raising her children.  She is re-
membered as being a very quiet person who was 
kind and sweet to all.  She was an avid reader.  She 
was an active member of the First United Methodist 
Church in Rapid City and a faithful member of the 
Mission and Me Circle of United Methodist Women. 
     Ralph is German Russian and he and Dorothy 
became members of the Black Hills Chapter of the 
Germans from Russia Heritage Society in about 
1990.  Dorothy always attended meetings with 
Ralph. 
     Dorothy’s health failed due to coronary artery 
disease and hypertension.  She spent the last year 
of her life in the Custer Regional Senior Care nurs-
ing home in Custer, SD.  She died there on 9 April 
2012.  A memorial service was held for Dorothy at 
the First United Methodist Church on 13 April 2012 
after which her cremains were buried at the Black 
Hills National Cemetery. 
     (Written by Ken Vogele based on interviews with Ralph 
Fitzner and Betty Richardson Fitzner, 7 June 2012.) 
 

The Schwartze (Black) Post 
     In the Samara District on the lower Volga, farm-
ers sometimes had to travel long distances through 
other villages and sometimes they were robbed.  
When a village had too many complaints, a few sol-
diers would be sent to town to ask the leaders to 
hand over those responsible.  If the culprits were 
not forthcoming, the soldiers would plant black 
posts about four kilometers from town on all roads 
leading to the village in order to warn travelers not 
to pass through or to do so with care.  Once a 14 
year old kid was hauling a load of wheat back to his 
village when he saw a black post.  He immediately 
turned away but was chased by two Russians.  He 
hit one with his whip and the other with the flat side 
of an axe.  His horses were tiring when he saw 
lights in a German village.  A farmer welcomed him 
for the night.  Next morning, the youngster dictated 
his story to the local schoolmaster who wrote it 
down and sent it to the authorities. 
                              Adapted from Winter 2011 AHSGR Journal. 
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“Food /N Customs: 
Recipes of the Black Sea  

Germans”  

 

 A cookbook of German-Russian 
recipes and customs is available 
for purchase at our meetings. 
See our chapter treasurer, Hilda 
Sieler, or call her at  342-1030.        
Only $16.00  

Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application  

  

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
  
  

  

Date _______________ New _______ Renewal ________  

  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 
  

  

  

Maiden Name ______________________________________________ 
  

  

  

  

  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City ________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ___________________ 

  

Phone # ____________________________  E-mail Address __________________________________ 

  

Chapter Preference: ________________Black Hills GRHS Chapter______________________ 
  

Ancestral Names & Villages ____________________________________________________________  
  

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

Attached is my remittance of $__________. Membership fees are due annually on January 1. Life 

membership fees may be paid in annual installments of not less than $200. 

Annual Dues:  Membership  $50 

Life (minimum of $200 per year)  $1000    
  

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter _____by E-mail or _____by US Mail  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications to Rachel Schmidt, GRHS Library & 

Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

I would like to volunteer: 
  

Membership_______________ 

Publicity__________________ 

Hospitality________________ 

Genealogy_________________ 

Newsletter_________________ 

Photographer______________ 

Program__________________ 

Scrapbook_________________ 

Youth Program_____________ 

Refreshment_______________ 

Fund Raising_______________ 

Birth Date (optional):_________________ 
  

Anniversary Date (optional):_____________ 

GRHS Application 


