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Refreshment Committee 
Will serve coffee and goodies. 

Members whose names begin with  
L through Z please bring food. 

CONVENTIONS 
AHSGR 14-17 July, Ft Collins, CO   
GRHS  17-21 July, Bismarck, ND 

 

21 OCTOBER 2012 MEETING PROGRAM 
Faith Lutheran Church, 17 Indiana St., Rapid City, SD 

     Catherine was a German princess from the insignifi-
cant principality of Anhalt-Zerbst.  Anhalt-Zerbst was lo-
cated in what would become the western part of East 
Germany. It was a little under 500 square miles in size 
or just under one fifth the size of Pennington County, 
SD. She was born Sophie, but when she married her 
second cousin Peter, heir to the Russian throne, in 
1745, she assumed the name Catherine. Their marriage 
was not happy. Catherine came to think of Peter as an 
“idiot” and as “good for nothing.” Peter became Tsar Pe-
ter III in early 1762. Given Catherine’s loathing for her 
husband, it is not surprising that she was involved in the 
coup d’état that overthrew him six months later. She 
then acceded to the throne as Tsarina Catherine II 
(Catherine I was the wife of Peter the Great) and reigned 
until she died in 1796 at age 67. She was Tsarina for 34 
years, during what became known as the “Golden Age” 
of the Russian Empire. Because of her long and fruitful 
reign, history knows her as “Catherine the Great.” 
     The lower Volga River region near the Caspian Sea 
had been conquered by Catherine’s predecessors in the 
1600s, but it was a wild, unsettled place, constantly 
raided by various tribes from the East. Just five months 

into her reign, on 4 December 1762, Catherine published her 
first Manifesto inviting foreigners to settle this area. The stated 
reason was to promote cultivation and to develop commerce 
and mining and manufacturing. But an ulterior motive was to 
develop a buffer between the wild hoards and more settled Rus-
sia. This first Manifesto did not offer enough enticements and it 
failed miserably.                                                 (continued, page 4) 

 

TWO  MOMENTOUS 2012 GRHS ANNIVERSARIES 

Catherine the Great’s Manifesto 
Dick & Vera Hoff 60th Anniversary 
President’s Message 
2012 Annual GRHS Convention 
GRHS Board Meeting Report                     
SF GRHS Chapter Revitalization 
Chapter Library 
Youth Committee 
Where BH Chapter Money Goes 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Chapter Brochure 
BH Children’s Home Visit  
Ken Brenneise Obituary 

250th Anniversary of Catherine the 

Great’s Manifesto! 

 Dick and Vera Hoff  
60th Wedding Anniversary 

Please join us in 
celebrating our 
60th Wedding  
Anniversary!  

Sunday  
4 November 
2 O’clock pm 

Blessed Sacrament 
Parish Center 
4500 Jackson 

Boulevard 
Rapid City SD 

      In This Issue 

Remembering Russia,1914-1927 
This DVD presents Russian history from the Mennonite viewpoint 
which, in reality, is just a snapshot of the German Russian experience 
as a whole. From prosperity in 1914, through WWI, the Bolshevik 
Revolution in 1917, depredations by gangs of thugs such as led by 
Nestor Makhno, famine in 1921 and 1922, the German Russians be-
came poverty-stricken by the time of Lenin’s death in 1927. 
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Anyone who is 

interested in the work 
of the Germans from 

Russia Heritage 
Society is welcome to 

attend our Chapter 
meetings.  

Chapter Officers 
  

President: Milt Kramer 
(605)-343-0654 

mkramer@rap.midco.net 

Vice President: Del Beck 
(605)-718-2603 

beckshaus@rushmore.com 
  

Secretary: Ken Vogele 
(605) 348-4518 

  

ken@vogelefamily.info 
  

Treasurer: Dave Feist 
(605) 348-4013 

davefeist48@yahoo.com 

Board Members: 
Bill Bosch 

(605) 641-9301 
wbosch@spe.midco.net 

Millie Halsey 
(605) 722-3393 

mjeanethal@gmail.com 
Larry Schmoll 
(605)-393-7559 

llschmoll@msn.com 
  

Dick Hoff 
(605) 718-4116 

verahoff@rushmore.com  
Deb Roberts 

(605) 716-1591 

prmegasprop@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Ken Vogele 

1605 Palo Verde Drive 

Rapid City SD 57701-4461 

Web Frau 

 Vera Hoff 

Chapter Website: 

http://members.rushmore 
.com/~bhgrhs 

President’s Message 

Dear Members of Black Hills Chapter: 
     It seems such a long time since I 
have seen many of you.  Valya and I 
were in Ukraine and are sorry we had 
to miss the Annual Picnic in August.  
We sure enjoy the picnics.  There is 
always such good food and socializ-
ing.  Thank you very much to those 
who took the time to come. 
     We have our chapter meeting 
coming up on October 21st.  I can’t tell 
you how nice it would be to have an 
overflowing crowd at the meeting.  We 
always have a good number but let’s 
try to out-do ourselves. 
     Black Hills Chapter’s Board has 
been working to reactivate the Sioux-
land Stamm Chapter in Sioux Falls.  
We have had two successful trips to 
Sioux Falls to get that group active 
again, but there is still much work to do.  
Please read the article about our trip in this 
newsletter (page 3). 
      Please, please think about the 
new member campaign which is going 

into its last quarter.  The GRHS mem-
ber who signs up the most new mem-
bers will be awarded $150. Hopefully 
this will motivate someone in our 
chapter to really try to recruit new 
members.  I would be extremely 
happy to award that prize to one of 
our members.  The award will be pre-
sented at the Annual GRHS Conven-
tion in Bismarck next July.  And, of 
course, the chapter that signs up the 
most new members will get $250.  
Our chapter has a good start on that 
prize due to the Sioux Falls trip.  So 
please ask someone to join.     

I want to again stress member 
involvement in some of our chapter 
activities.  They are always so much 
fun and if more members get in-
volved, the easier it is for all mem-
bers.  So, when we have an activity 
coming up, don’t hesitate to step up 
and volunteer!! 

Hope to see you at the meeting 
on October 21st.                 Milt Kramer 

2012 Annual GRHS 
Convention, July, 

Bismarck, ND 
At least 10 members of BH 
chapter attended, including 
Frank Mosset (left, enjoy-
ing music).  The Conven-
tion featured Professor Ute 
Schmidt (right, with Jim 
Gessele).  Dr. Schmidt has 
researched the Bessara-
bian Germans extensively 
and has written a definitive 
book  on the subject (see 
Library, page 3), translated 
by Gessele. 

October 2012 GRHS Board of Directors Meeting, Bismarck 
• Milt Kramer is VP of GRHS, Ken Vogele on Board, Dave Feist Chapter Rep to Board. 
• GRHS currently has 2221 members, down 20 from last year at this time. 
• 2012 Convention was successful—excellent programs, profit $15.600.  Library and 

Bookstore remained at the August and Kathryn Schauer Haas Headquarters Build-
ing.   By far most people commented favorably on this. 

• Biggest news is that GRHS will kick off a large fundraising effort beginning in 2013.  
The Fundraising Committee is headed by Ted Becker and Hal Haberman. 



BH GRHS Chapter Lends a Helping Hand 
     At our October 2011 BH Chapter meeting Milt 
Kramer, chapter President and the GRHS Membership 
Chairman, asked for volunteers to help revitalize the 
struggling Siouxland Stamm GRHS Chapter in Sioux 
Falls. The following members volunteered to undertake 
this project: Ken Vogele, Del Beck, Larry Schmoll, Milt 
Kramer, Ida Engelhardt & Vera Hoff. 
     A series of committee meetings took place from Oc-
tober 2011 to Sept 2012. We participated in the Festival 
of Cultures at Falls Park in Sioux Falls in June where 
interested people left their names and addresses giving 
us a mailing list for our 16 September 2012 meeting in 
Sioux Falls.  

     Tove Bormes of Sioux Falls and her friend, Jan Hil-
derbrand, a new GRHS member, created a new bro-
chure, “Every Family has a Story, Is yours German Rus-
sian?” This brochure is an excellent recruiting tool for 
GRHS. It contains some of the information from our BH 
Chapter Pull-Up.  
     Nearly 30 people came to this meeting in addition to 
the eleven BH Chapter members who attended and took 
part in this meeting: Milt & Valya Kramer, Del & Sharon 
Beck, Bill Bosch, Ida Engelhardt, Dick & Vera Hoff, Larry 
& Lisa Schmoll and Tove Bormes. The people who par-
ticipated met interesting people, enjoyed good food and 
contributed to the aims and purposes of GRHS. 
     Tove made the arrangements for the meeting at the 
Museum of Visual Materials in Sioux Falls. Milt was the 
MC and talked about the GRHS Search Engine, 
“Sphider.” Vera presented the program, “Lost in Russia”; 

Bill Bosch promoted the BH Chapter and GRHS Essay 
Contests; Del Beck spoke about the advantages of be-
longing to GRHS and to a local chapter; and Larry 
Schmoll served as the genealogy expert. Valya pre-
pared and served delicious Dampfnudelen with a beef 
sauce. We also served kuchen and coffee to a very ap-
preciative crowd. This was an uplifting experience for all.  
     As a result of this meeting GRHS has six new mem-

bers/couples plus a renewal. We thank those attending 
for their interest in their heritage and family history. 
Plans are underway for another meeting of this group in 
Sioux Falls. The BH Chapter certainly plans to encour-
age and help the Siouxland Stamm GRHS Chapter in 
any way we can.                                                 Vera Hoff 

Booth at June Festival of Cultures, Sioux Falls 

Audience at 16 September Meeting, Sioux Falls 

Black Hills Chapter Library 
      Black Hills Chapter Library will be open at 1:00 pm, 
before the 2:00 pm meeting on October 21st. This will 
allow time to see what is available for your reading 
pleasure or genealogy research. Please remember to 
return any books, maps or games you may have 
checked out at a previous meeting.  
     Two new books have been added to our library. A 
Companion to Albert Eisenbeiss’ Familien Und Sippen-
buch Hoffnungstal/Bessarabien by Curt Renz (2011) 
was donated to our library and is meant to be used as a 
reference with Eisenbeiss’ book because it has many 
additions and corrections.  If you think you may have 
some family connection, or have the Eisenbeiss book, 
you may want to take a look at it.  Bessarabia, German 
Colonists on the Black Sea by Ute Schmidt was pub-
lished in Germany in 2008 in the German language. Ute 
Schmidt was a presenter at the July 2012 GRHS Con-
vention in Bismarck. In her book she describes the ori-
gin and form of settlement of the (continued, page 4)                            
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(Library, continued from page 5)   Germans in Bes-
sarabia, their local autonomy and their rural culture 
steeped in Protestant ethics as well as the cohabitation 
with other nationalities.  She closes with observations 
about today’s Bessarabia that in part belongs to the Re-
public of Moldova and to Ukraine.  In 2011, James T. 
Gessele translated this book from the German language 
to English. Pictures and maps included in this book in 
addition to the team effort of the author and translator 
make this an excellent historical source.                            

                                 Kathy Schneider, Chapter Librarian 

Not to be deterred, Catherine sweetened the deal 
with grants of remarkably liberal rights and privileges 
and published her second Manifesto on 23 July 1763. At 
this time, most Western Europeans were peasants; that 
is, poor landless renters. In Russia, it was worse; most 
people were serfs, tied to the land of a noble with no 
right to leave. 
     Imagine the excitement, 
then, that occurred when 
Catherine’s agents posted 
public notices announcing 
up to 160 acres of land to 
anyone (Jews excepted) 
who would settle in the 
lower Volga region of Rus-
sia. There was more!: help 
with transportation, com-
plete freedom of religion, tax 
exemptions for some years, 
a loan to help one get 
started, local government 
autonomy, and freedom 
from military service. No-
where else in the world could a peasant achieve this de-
gree of independence. By the end of 1767, some 27,000 

people, mostly Germans, 
had responded, most set-
tling near the Volga. 
     German Russians have 
a couple of misconceptions 
about Catherine’s Mani-
festo. Firstly, there is the 
belief that Catherine spe-
cifically invited Germans to 
settle in Russia because 
she was a German prin-
cess. In fact, she invited all 
Christian foreigners. Condi-
tions just happened to be 
right in the German states: 
They had been ravaged by 
the Seven Years War, they 

were overpopulated, and there was much religious intol-
erance. And, most importantly, the German states had 
fairly liberal emigration policies. One simply wasn’t al-
lowed to emigrate from most other countries. 
     Secondly, a misconception held by many whose rela-
tives settled the Black Sea region is that their kin were 
invited to Russia by Catherine the Great. But Catherine 
died in 1796. The settlement of the Black Sea region did 
not begin until 1804 during the reign of Catherine’s 
grandson Alexander I. It was he who republished Cath-
erine’s Manifesto with some modifications and opened 
South Russia to settlement.                                Ken Vogele 

Youth Committee Report 
It is October and time to start recruiting students 

into our chapter essay contest.  For the 2012 contest, 
our chapter had seven entries only three of which were 
from South Dakota students.  It is important to point 
that out because, for the 2013 contest, our chapter has 
decided to limit participation to South Dakota residents 
and to students related to some member of our chap-
ter.  So we will have to work very hard to attract South 
Dakota resident students or students related to a 
member of our chapter into our chapter contest. 

The three local students who entered our contest 
last year all came from Elke Kuegle’s present or former 
classes.  So we thank her and we thank Del Beck and 
Ken Vogele who have made presentations about Ger-
man-Russian history in her classes.  We encourage 
our members to develop other contacts like this in local 
schools. 

We also hope you all will try to recruit students 
from your circle of relatives.  Those students do not 
have to live in South Dakota to be eligible.  All our en-
tries will be automatically entered into the GRHS Es-
say Contest which accepts entries from all over the 
world. 

Let me tell you about a personal experience I had.  
Last September I gave a talk on German-Russian his-
tory to a history class at Black Hills State University.  A 
young man in his early twenties was in the audience 
and looked like he didn’t believe a word I was saying.  
Afterwards he came up to me and said “Thank you.”  
And then he added something like this: “I had no idea 
this story and these people existed right under our 
noses.  No one ever told us.”  Think back on your 
school experiences.  Did anyone in your school ever 
relate more than a smidgeon of German-Russian his-
tory to you?  For me and the young man quoted above 
the answer is no.  Students and teachers are hungry to 
hear from people outside the school speaking about 
interesting topics.  And our history is certainly interest-
ing.  The quote “No one ever told us” clearly points out 
a direction and challenge for us.       

                               Bill Bosch, Chair, Youth Commit-

Catherine the Great, continued from page 1 

Catherine,1745 

Catherine,1787 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS    
Chapter Membership Meeting 21 October 2012 

Christmas Social 9 December 2012 
Chapter Board Meeting 5 January 2013 

Chapter Membership Meeting 17 February 2012 
Annual German Dinner 24 February 2012 

43rd Annual GRHS Convention 17-21 July 2013 
Bismarck, ND 

44th Annual AHSGR Convention 14-17 July 2013 
Fort Collins, CO 

  

 

 Clarence Ley  
 Elwood Dietrich 
 Joyce Oster  
 Donna Riedinger 
 Marilyn Hovland 
 Cathy Vogele 
 Ep Sieler 
 Pat Walz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS  

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s  
Sunshine Gal 

Call 716-6156 or email: cjhexem@rushmore.com 
with your info or if you know of an illness or special 
occasion. 

Thanks to Meta Brady for the Many Years 
She Served as Sunshine Gal 

Where Black Hills Chapter Money Goes: 
Your Charitable Gifting Committee 

     The Articles of Incorporation of the Germans from 
Russia Heritage Society states in part:  
Article III: The purpose for which this corporation is 
formed shall be as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Your Board of Directors determines how much of the 
chapter’s money, if any,  should be given away.  A 
Charitable Gifting Committee consisting of Dick Hoff, 
Del Beck and Ken Vogele has been selected by Chapter 
President Milt Kramer to make recommendations to the 
Board as to where these moneys should go.  The Board 
then acts on these recommendations. 
     It was with the above guidelines and via this process 
that our chapter purchased a Canon Image Runner 
Copier for the GRHS Library at a cost of $2968. Chapter 
members who attend the GRHS Board meetings in Bis-
marck are paid $50 to help defray costs of their trip.  
     The chapter also paid the cost of gasoline for mem-
bers who traveled to Sioux Falls to lend a helping hand 
with the revitalization of the Sioux Falls Chapter. Our 
chapter also offered to start their treasury with a gift of 
$500 if and when they form a functioning chapter.  
     We checked with Rachel Schmidt, Manager of the    
GRHS Library in Bismarck, for suggestions as to what is 
needed at the Library. She sent a quote for a Concourse 
Library Automation System Bundle which will modernize 
the GRHS Library at a cost of $2045. The Board will 
consider this purchase at a future meeting.  
     It has also come to our attention that several of our 
members who have been faithful, active chapter members 
have difficulty paying the GRHS dues. This may be a subject for 
discussion at future chapter Board meetings.     
                                                                            Dick Hoff 

1. Educational, civic and charitable to the end 
that it shall seek to bring together those people 
interested in...the history of Germans from 
Russia. 

2. To aid, assist, promote, encourage... the pres-
ervation, and publishing of biographies, gene-
alogies, histories…(of GRs). 

3. To collect and preserve the folklore, songs, 
literature…(of GRs). 

4. To cooperate with educational institutions, his-
torians, scholars, researchers...engaged in 
similar studies.  

See this GRHS link for details:  http://
www.grhs.org/aboutus/leadership/documents/
ARTICLES_OF_AMENDMENT.pdf      

10/01 
10/10 
10/13 
10/15 
10/21 
10/21 
11/20 
11/26 

Loretta  
   Braunesreither 
Zee Kruger 
Fay Clegg 
Valya Kramer 
Bill Bosch 
Virginia Rath 
Hilda Sieler 

 
11/30 
11/30 
12/06 
12/09 
12/10 
12/11 
12/19 

Clarence & Bonita Ley           
Richard & Christal Hexem     
Richard & Vera Hoff  
Marv Henkel & Patricia Walz 
James & Arletta Schuh 
Ep & Hilda Sieler 

10/19 
11/05 
11/05 
11/22 
12/20 
12/25 

Black Hills Chapter Brochure 
     It is that time again…time to update our chapter bro-
chure. If you have any changes to your email address 
and/or phone #, please e-mail them to Vera Hoff at 
verahoff@midco.net or call them to her at 605-718-
4116. If there are changes to committees, please send 
that info to Vera. This will help to keep this document up 
to date and make it more useful to our chapter mem-
bers. We plan to have the 2012-2013  brochure avail-
able at our 21 October BH Chapter meeting.                         

Youth Essay Contest Needs Entries 
Here is your chance to become an interviewee! 

Talk to your grandkids about the contest! 



Black Hills Children’s Home Visit 
     Sometimes a person experiences an activity that 
makes you really feel good.  Such an activity oc-
curred on March 7, 2012.  Our chapter was invited 
to the Black Hills Children’s Home to present the 
German Russian story.  The occasion was a cul-
tural fair designed to emphasize diversity.   

     The home is for troubled or abused boys and 
girls primarily from ages 4 to 13.  They stay there 
about one year and then go back to their families or 
to foster homes.  The serene setting south of Rock-
erville could not be a better place for this school.  
The facilities are so well kept and attractive.  The 
children seem to like being there because the 
school helps them with their problems.   
     Our invitation came from Cultural Director, Se-
quoia Crosswhite, a very impressive guy.  He is 
ethnically Native American but, interestingly, has 
some German Russian roots.  Since it was a little 
short notice, Ken Vogele, Valya Kramer and Milt 
Kramer went to make the presentation.     
     We arrived at the home in time for lunch at 
about 11:30 a.m.  They were having ethnic food—
Thai, Mexican, Native American and German.  Our 
chapter was good enough to provide the South Da-
kota state dessert, kuchen.  It was all gone at the 
end of lunch.  I guess the kids really liked it! 
     After lunch we adjourned to the school gymna-
sium to make our presentation.  Sequoia was the 
MC.  He is very outgoing and interacts personally 
with the kids, and they really like and respond to 
him.  They were extremely well behaved and atten-
tive throughout the assembly.  Before we pre-

sented, we listened to a short history of the Scottish 
people by Susan Peterson of the Scottish and Irish 
Society.  She then showed how to put a bagpipe 
together and explained how it worked.  She than 
gave a bagpipe demonstration after which she had 
Sequoia come up and try to play the bagpipe.  He 
could barely get a squawk out of it and the kids 
loved it. 
     Our German Russian presentation was given by 
Ken.  He condensed the story quite a bit because 
the attention span of this age of children is not that 
long.  Valya then had the children give her words in 
English which she first translated into Russian and 
then into German. The kids thought that was pretty 
cool.  When we speak in the high schools, almost 
no questions are asked, but these kids were re-
m a r k a b l y 
uninhibited 
and freely 
participated.  
After the lan-
guage les-
son we 
played some 
Ukra in ian 
music and 
Milt and Va-
lya danced.  
We invited 
the children 
onto the floor 
and did they 
have a ball.  
We also 
played Ger-
man polkas 
and waltzes.  It was so much fun.  Oh, by the way, 
Milt was dressed in German lederhosen and Valya 
wore an original German dress provided by Caro-
line Diede.  After we were finished dancing we were 
treated to some Native American dancing led by 
our host Sequoia who provided the music and 
sang. 

As I said before, this was such a fun experi-
ence.  The students were so well behaved and 
were so patient even though the entire program 
lasted over two hours.  We shouldn’t have worried 
about their attention span.  
     We hope we are invited back next year and we 
hope we can have many more chapter people attend 
than we did this time.                                          Milt Kramer     

Milt and Valya Kramer with Sequoia Crosswhite 

Valya and Susan Peterson 
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In Memorium 

Kenas H. “Ken” Brenneise, Black Hills 
Chapter’s “Balloon Man,” Dies 

     Kenas H. “Ken” Brenneise, 86, of Rapid City, died 
Monday, September 17, 2012 at the Rapid City Regional 
Hospital. Ken was born on May 5, 1926 at home, in 
Greenway, SD to Henry H. and Kathryn (Losing) Bren-
neise, assisted by a midwife. He was raised in a 20’ x 
26’ two-story farm house, the fifth of seven siblings. Ken 
also had another sibling, Emil, who drowned in a horse 
tank at two years old, shortly before Ken was born. 
Ken’s father died of a ruptured appendix in 1934.    
     Ken attended a one-room country school along with 
fourteen other students during the Great Depression and 
drought. He told of how it was so dry in 1936, that there 
was no feed for the cattle from Texas to Canada. The 
cattle were dying of starvation so the government 
bought them for fifteen dollars a head, herded them into 
a huge ditch, and shot them. Grown men cried as they 
watched. After graduating from the coun-
try school, Ken attended the Seventh Day 
Adventist boarding school at Plainview 
Academy in Redfield, SD. To attend this 
school, students had to work on the 
school dairy farm where the cows were 
milked by hand. Ken received eighteen 
cents an hour and milked from 3:00 to 
6:00 in the morning and from 3:00 to 6:00 
in the afternoon. That was 42 hours of 
work a week for a sixteen year old going 
to school from 7:00 am to 12:30 pm. After 
graduating from Plainview Academy, Ken 
attended Union College in Lincoln, NE for 
a year.  
     He was drafted into the U. S. Army in 
1946 and served in Italy. While in the Army, Ken sent 
home $72 a month to help his mother support the 
younger siblings. After his discharge from the Army, Ken 
and his brother built a house in Greenway for their 
mother. In 1947, he married Betty Binder and moved to 
Bowdle, SD. In 1949, at the age of 23, Ken hired eight 
men and built a brick hardware store and a drug store in 
Eureka, SD.  
     He moved to Rapid City in 1952 and started building 
homes and apartment buildings. During the next 56 
years, he built over 500 homes and apartments, retiring 
at the age of 83. In 1957 Ken married Maida Schultz and 
to that marriage six daughters were born: Kelly, Robin, 
Daena, Carol, Holly and Heather. Over the next twenty 
years, the young family did a lot of traveling, visiting 
most of the United States and Mexico. They also lived in 
five new homes built by Brenneise Construction. Shortly 
after he married Maida, Ken built a house for his mother-
in-law, Emilige Schultz. He paid for all of the material 
and when the house was finished, he gave it to her as a 
gift. Emilige lived in that home until her death at the age 

of 94. During his contracting years, Ken served on the 
Rapid City Builders Exchange Board for three years and 
served one year as president. He was also a member of 
the Black Hills Home Builders Association, serving as 
president in 1979 and 1984, and serving on the national 
board for three years. In 2000, Ken was inducted into 
the Black Hills Home Builders Hall of Fame. One of his 
major contributions was signing up 163 new members 
into the association.  
     In 1977, Ken joined Toastmasters International, 
achieving a D.T.M., (Distinguished Toastmaster), and 
was a member until his death. Ken chartered three new 
clubs, brought many men and women into the organiza-
tion and mentored many young people, helping them 
gain self-confidence and leadership skills. On November 
24, 2007, he married Reva Maas and the following April 
15th she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Reva 
died on August 28, 2008. On May 8, 2010, Ken married 
Donna Dwyer and they built a new home together. Ken 

and Donna loved to travel and spent the 
last years traveling around the United 
States.  
     Ken was a long time member of the 
Black Hills Chapter of GRHS.  He had a 
talent for creating helium balloon animals, 
and he was a fixture at the chapter booth 
at the annual SD School of Mines Cultural 
Expo where he could be found creatively 
twisting his balloons, surrounded by 
hoards of enthralled kids. 
     Ken is survived by his wife, Donna 
Brenneise, Rapid City, his daughters Kelly 
Commet and her husband, Jim, Rapid 
City, Robin Brenneise, Louisville, CO, 

Daena McKenzie, Aurora, CO, Carol Harrington, West 
Hartford, VT, Holly Brenneise, Niantic, CT, and Heather 
Andrews, Washington, DC; 8 grandchildren; Joslyn and 
Lindsey Sarshad, Sean and Emily McKenzie, Nathaniel 
and Zachary Mealman, Anna and Forrest Harrington; 2 
step-children; Nancy Sass and her husband Greg, Rapid 
City and Larry Dwyer, South Sioux City, NE; 4 step-
grandchildren; Catherine and Mathew Sass, Scott and 
Andrew Dwyer; a brother, Nathan Brenneise and his 
wife, Muriel, Payette, ID, two sisters, Ruth Duerksen and 
her husband, Jim, Loma Linda, CA and Orpha Benson 
and her husband Chuck, Eureka, SD. Ken was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, his wife Reva, three 
brothers; Emil, Jonathan and Samuel Brenneise and two 
sisters; Sarah Liebelt and Adah Heinrich. Funeral ser-
vices were held Friday, September 21, at Edstrom & 
Rooks Funeral Home. The Rev. John E Mcknight, Jr. 
officiated. Interment was Saturday at the Greenway Sev-
enth Day Adventist Cemetery in Greenway, SD with 
Rev. Nancy Manning officiating. Military honors were 
provided by the American Legion Post of Eureka. 
                                                      Edstrom and Rooks Funeral Home 
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“Food /N Customs: 
Recipes of the Black Sea  

Germans” 

 

 A cookbook of German-Russian 
recipes and customs is available 
for purchase at our meetings. 
See our chapter treasurer, Hilda 
Sieler, or call her at  342-1030.        
Only $16.00  

Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application 

  

Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives 
  
  

  

Date _______________ New _______ Renewal ________  

  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________ 
  

  
  

Maiden Name ______________________________________________ 
  
  

  
  
  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

City ________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ___________________ 

  

Phone # ____________________________  E-mail Address __________________________________ 

  

Chapter Preference: ________________Black Hills GRHS Chapter______________________ 
  

Ancestral Names & Villages ____________________________________________________________  
  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Attached is my remittance of $__________. Membership fees are due annually on January 1. Life 

membership fees may be paid in annual installments of not less than $200. 

Annual Dues:  Membership  $50 

Life (minimum of $200 per year)  $1000    
  

I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter _____by E-mail or _____by US Mail  
  

Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications to Rachel Schmidt, GRHS Library & 

Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the GRHS website at www.grhs.org .  

I would like to volunteer: 
  

Membership_______________ 

Publicity__________________ 

Hospitality________________ 

Genealogy_________________ 

Newsletter_________________ 

Photographer______________ 

Program__________________ 

Scrapbook_________________ 

Youth Program_____________ 

Refreshment_______________ 

Fund Raising_______________ 

Birth Date (optional):_________________ 
  

Anniversary Date (optional):_____________ 

GRHS Application 


